
Kaka‘ako Ma Kai Fact Sheet
Environmental Assessment & Land Stewardship

OHA is Taking Action
The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) acquired title to nine 
parcels of land totalling 29 acres in Kaka‘ako Ma Kai in 2012. 
The state gave OHA the land to settle $200 million worth 
of back-payments owed by the State of Hawaii. OHA took 
immediate steps to understand and address environmental 
conditions on its land by commissioning independent assess-
ments, securing federal funding, and working directly with state 
regulators. 

Currently, OHA holds a $2 million federal Brownfields Assess-
ment Grant and has engaged Environmental Science Interna-
tional (ESI), an independent environmental consulting firm, 
to manage detailed Phase II Environmental Site Assessments 
across all nine parcels. This work is being conducted in coordi-
nation with the State Department of Health’s Hazard Evalua-
tion and Emergency Response (HEER) Office, consistent with 
brownfields redevelopment initiatives across the country.

What Are the Geological Features of This Area?
Mostly Reclaimed Coastal Property.
OHA’s Kaka‘ako Ma Kai properties are not incinerator ash 
landfill like Kakaka‘ako Waterfront Park was before it was devel-
oped. The land OHA own was formed through coastal reclama-
tion and decades of harbor and industrial use—not municipal 
waste disposal. This includes dredged material, coral, rock, and 
construction fill used to create usable land over time. 

Historical records show the area was used for:
• Warehouses 
• Fishing operations 
• Boatyards 
• Fueling stations 
• Government facilities 

The environmental conditions reflect this rich urban history 
and are similar to other areas in Honolulu that have already 
been safely redeveloped. 

Where is the Landfill? Understanding the Boundary
The landfill spans 35 acres underneath the Kaka‘ako Waterfront Park. The park was built in 1992 over a capped landfill and is managed by the 
City & County. OHA’s parcels are separate properties with their own environmental studies and regulatory process.

Concerns about the landfill at the 
park do not apply to most of OHA’s 
land. A clear geographic boundary— 
‘Ōlomehani Street—separates two 
very different areas:

• South of ‘Ōlomehani Street: 
Former landfill site (now Kaka‘ako 
Waterfront Park, owned by the City & 
County of Honolulu) 

• North of ‘Ōlomehani Street: 
OHA’s parcels, primarily reclaimed 
and industrial land—not landfill. 
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PARCEL OVERVIEW AND FAQS



FAQs

Parcel Overview
(Refer to map on page 1)

Parcels on Reclaimed Land (Majority): A, B, C, F/G, I, L
• Former harbor and industrial use 
• Not landfill 
• Phase II environmental studies underway 
• Parcel C: no landfill material found 

Parcels Near Former Landfill Area: D and K
• Located closer to historic landfill boundary 
• Under additional assessment 
• Parcel D (53 By the Sea) already has DOH-approved 

environmental plan 

Most parcels are not landfill, and those near landfill areas are being 
actively managed and studied.

Is all of Kaka‘ako Ma Kai landfill?

No. Only a portion of the area, mainly south of ‘Ōlomehani Street, 
was used as landfill. Most OHA parcels are on reclaimed and           
industrial land—not landfill. 

Why do people think it is all landfill?

This confusion comes from Kaka‘ako Waterfront Park, which is built 
on a former landfill. That park is owned by the City, and its condi-
tions are often incorrectly applied to the entire area.  The park is 
considered safe and families and the public use and enjoy the park.

Is the land being checked for safety?

Yes. OHA is conducting detailed environmental testing on all 
parcels using federal funding, with oversight from the state 
Department of Health. 

Does landfill mean the land cannot be developed?

No. Land with past industrial use or landfill conditions can be 
safely developed when proper environmental controls are in place 
and the state gives its approval.

Has this already been done in this area?

Yes. Parcel D, where the popular 53 By the Sea restaurant is located, 
is on landfill-affected land.  It was reviewed and approved by the 
Department of Health and is operating today. 

Could contamination affect people or the ocean?

Studies have shown no significant impacts to the near-shore ocean 
environment. Groundwater in this area is naturally salty and not 
used for drinking, which reduces risk. Ongoing testing is mapping 
conditions to ensure safety. 

Does land use planning mean construction is starting soon?

No. Environmental testing and State approval must happen after 
any land use planning. No development can proceed without 
meeting strict health and safety standards.

Has land like this been developed elsewhere in Honolulu?

Yes. Many areas in Kaka‘ako and Honolulu with similar conditions 
have been cleaned up and safely developed with proper oversight. 
Examples: 

• Symphony Honolulu (Former industrial site in Kaka‘ako) 
• Alia 888 Ala Moana (Former industrial site in Kaka‘ako)
• Iwilei Center (Former industrial site in Kaka‘ako)
• Capital Place (Former industrial site in Kaka‘ako)
• John A. Burns School of Medicine - University of Hawai‘i 
(Kaka‘ako, built immediately adjacent to OHA’s parcels on the 
same type of reclaimed coastal and industrial fill)

“Based on current available 
information, ESI believes 
Kaka‘ako Ma Kai can feasibly 
and successfully be remediated 
and made safe for residential 
development and long-term use.” 

— Independent expert conclusion 
(ESI, January 2026)

This project has been funded wholly or in part by the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency under assistance agreement (number) to (recipient). The contents of this document do 
not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the Environmental Protection Agency, nor does 
the Environmental Protection Agency endorse trade names or recommend the use of commercial 
products mentioned in this document, as well as any images, video, text, or other content created 
by generative artificial intelligence tools, nor does any such content necessarily reflect the views 
and policies of the Environmental Protection Agency.

For more information, go to: 
oha.org/kakaako-makai
‹‹‹ Or scan QR code


