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STATE OF HAWAI‘I 
OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

     College of Tropical Agriculture & Human Resources - CTAHR 
 

 
Oahu Site Visit Summary 

of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs  
Board of Trustees  
Summary Report 

November 7, 2023 – 1:30 pm 
 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
Trustee Hulu Lindsey 
Trustee Kalei Akaka 
Trustee Keoni Souza 
Trustee Dan Ahuna 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
BOT STAFF: 
Lehua Itokazu, Board Secretary 
Kanani Iaea, Trustee Aide 
Amber Kalua, Trustee Aide 
Melissa Wennihan, Trustee Aide 
Kahelelani Keawekane, Trustee Aide 
Nathan Takeuchi, Trustee Aide 
Amber Kalua, Trustee Aide 
Richelle Kim, Trustee Aide 
Kaui Robello, Trustee Aide 
Kyla Hee, Trustee Aide 
LeiAnn Durant, Trustee Aide 
Anuhea Diamond, Trustee Aide 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUEST: 
Denise Espania, Poʻo Kula 
Jazz Beebe 
And various students 
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I. Call to Order 
Site visit starts at 1:30 p.m. 

 
Introduction 
Everyone introduces themselves to each other upon the start of the presentation and tour. 

 
II. Site Visit 

 
College of Tropical Agriculture & Human Resources (CTAHR) 

 
 Trustees and staff are given a tour of the kalo farm and hear from various students about their hands on learning 
experience with the ‘āina. Students of Mālama Honua Public Charter School share that the foundation of their learning is 
based on the navigation skills rooted in our indigenous cultural values. They use the legacy of Polynesian voyaging as 
their foundation and compass to build their cultural and curriculum sail plan. 
 
They shared the garden with us. The garden is taken care of by the kindergarten through 5th grade classes which focus on 
ʻāina. The first plot of land shared with us is the food forest. Everything they plant in this area is based around the concept 
of consumption, and the agroforest is growing at different levels such as long-term plants, short term plants, and quick 
turnover plants.  
 
Over the summer, the students maintained the property by weeding, watering, and learning about new plants. They were 
able to taste many new fruits that they had never tried before and learned more about their kuleana in this place. The 
students also shared how they have learned to deal with theft. Over the summer, their land plots were raided three times, 
specifically the kalo. The māla they have is cared for by the 8th graders. Some of the varieties planted are manapiko and 
lauloa. Another garden that the keiki mālama is the lāʻau nīoi, noni, ʻōlena, ʻuhaloa, and naupaka kuahiwi. Their goal is to 
get the lāʻau garden flourishing and create a sustainable product that their school can use. Each student shared what plant 
they were assigned to and the research they have done on each plant. Some of the information they gather are proper 
propagation and health benefits. Each grade level participates in the school annual sale that lasts for about four days. In 
the past, the kindergarteners learned how to make fruit roll ups using the freeze-drying machine. Last year, the 7th graders 
focused on food preservation and learned how to pickle and can. The 3rd and 4th graders made dehydrated candy. The sale 
is at Kualoa and Kaʻalaiʻa were over a two-day span. 
 

III. Announcements 
None 

 
IV. Adjournment 

The site visit ends at 2:40 pm 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________ 
Lehua Itokazu 
Board Secretary 
 
 
Site Visit Summary Approved at Board of Trustees Meeting on August 7, 2024 
 
 
________________ 
Carmen Hulu Lindsey 
Chairperson, Board of Trustees 
 
Attachments: (Excused memos will be attached to the final approved summary) 
 

1. Excused Memo – Trustee Akina 
2. Excused Memo – Trustee Waiheʻe 

 



 
 
 

OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
Office of Trustee Keli‘i Akina, Ph.D. 

Interoffice Memorandum 
 
 
DATE:  06 November 2023 
 
TO:  Chair Hulu Lindsey 
 
CC:  Trustee Kalei Akaka 
 
FROM:  Trustee Keli‘i Akina   
 
SUBJECT:  Waimanalo Site Visits and Community Meeting – November 7, 2023 
 
 
 
 
Aloha e Chair Hulu, 
 
Referencing the Waimanalo Community Meeting and Site Visits scheduled for Tuesday, 
November 7, 2023, I will be on travel and, regretfully, will not be able to attend.  
 
Please extend my apology to Trustee Kalei Akaka and the Board. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Trustee Akina 
 
 
 
 
 



MEMORANDUM

  TO: Trustee Carmen Hulu Lindsey, Chair
Board of Trustees (BOT)

    FROM: Trustee John Waihe‘e, IV, Member / At-Large

_______________________________________

     DATE: November 6, 2023

SUBJECT: ATTENDANCE FOR 11/07 BOARD OF TRUSTEES SITE VISITS (2)
____________________________________________________________________________________

I am unable to attend the two (2) O`ahu Island Board of Trustees Site Visits.

This memo serves as a request to be EXCUSED from:
1. College of Tropical Agriculture & Human Resources (CTAHR) at 1:30 

p.m.; and
2. at 2:30 p.m.

Please also extend my apologies to the rest of the Board of Trustees.

Mahalo.
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