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STATE OF HAWAI‘I 
OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

 
 ‘Āina Ho‘okupu O Kīlauea, Kīlauea Community Agricultural Center  

3000 Kilauea Road  
Kilauea, HI 96754 

 
Kauaʻi Site Visit Summary 

of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs  
Board of Trustees  
Summary Report 

June 6, 2023 - 11:00 A.M. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
Trustee Hulu Lindsey 
Trustee Dan Ahuna 
Trustee Kalei Akaka 
Trustee Keliʻi Akina 
Trustee Brickwood Galuteria 
Trustee Keoni Souza 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOT STAFF: 
Lehua Itokazu, Trustee Aide 
Kanani Iaea, Trustee Aide 
Amber Kalua, Trustee Aide 
Crayn Akina, Trustee Aide 
Kauikeaolani Wailehua, Trustee Aide 
Ruben Sierra, Trustee Aide 
Nathan Takeuchi, Trustee Aide 
LeiAnn Durant, Trustee Aide 
Richelle Kim, Trustee Aide 
Anuhea Diamond, Trustee Aide 
Claudine Calpito, Trustee Aide 
 
GUEST: 
Yoshito L’hote 
Maluhia L’hote 
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I. Call to Order 
Site visit starts at 11:00 a.m. 

 
II. Introduction 

Everyone introduces themselves to each other upon the start of the presentation and tour. 
 

III. Site Visit 
 
Yoshito L’hote Shares with our group that the‘Āina Ho‘okupu O Kīlauea was created by the 
community association. The land was secured by developers many years ago and no movement was 
made for a long time because there was no water. The community was worried that people would 
forget about this land and turned it over to the County. In 2006, George Costa started to get things 
moving by holding community meetings and it took eight years to come up with a master plan. 
$400K was spent for the environmental assessment. In 2014, they came back and said $7.2 million 
dollars was needed to build on the land. They knew there was no money and he and his community 
offered to build on the land for a much cheaper price. They started to revive the ʻāina, they got 
support from the county, and then the legislation. They received $400K for basic infrustructure and 
removal of junk cars and jungle. They started with the first ten acres. The first acre: a temporary 
office using two containers was built along with a garden. He explains that they sold enough 
subscriptions to pay for a manager; 24 subscriptions, twice a year for about $920 for six months. 
They opened five more acres for farmers to come but no one came because existing farmers had their 
own land. As time went on, they experienced the floods in 2018 and received money from HCF and 
started developing the non-profit. They were able to help numerous families help clean their 
properties and establish a system.  
 
The large pavillion is offered to the community for free, many graduation parties have been held at 
the premises. Maintenance does cost money so they are looking to create fundraising events and high 
end dinners with special guest. 
 
During COVID, the farmers had tons of produce but could not sell it. He ended up buying all the 
produce so farmers could still get money; he boxed it and sold it to the community, this is how they 
started. In the first week, 5,500 lbs of produce was sold to us. The second week was 11,000 lbs and 
by the third week, it was 17,000 lbs. They were able to capitalize on this with a donation of $20,000 
from a donor. They called these boxes farmers market boxes because they come from farmers 
markets’ food. They quickly looked where they could share these boxes with kūpuna, people affected 
by COVID, and then expanding outside of the community to Hāʻena and Kapaʻa. They identified 
non-profits that have become partners. They were able to apply for the Farm to Family program from 
the USDA, they were awarded the contract that was successful.  
 
Their goal is to bring food resilience into the community. They have trees that will produce fruit all 
year round, chickens, and pigs. They have the ability to feed their community. 
Their biggest challenge is food production. Once production increases, they will have better quality 
and service more markets. As they work with other non-profits and organizations, they are able to 
deliver farmers market boxes to kūpuna for free. 
 
The land also houses turkeys, goats, and pigs. At the moment, they go through custom exempt; 
people can buy the live animal and they will process the animal for them. They have gone a step 
further where they make sausage, bacon, cured meat, and prosciutto.  
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He sees his program as a place to support each other, schools, organizations, kānaka, and engage with 
the youth. By building up agricultural programs, having the kids work in the garden and having free 
lunches will create a full circle system where kānaka can get ahead and make head way instead of 
always making it look like Hawaiians are constantly needing help.  
 
Currently, they are fighting for the Kalihiwai reservoir which is being considered for decommission. 
He explains that this is their long term water source. They were able to get $500k from the legislature 
to put in the water line. The water line is in and they are ready to turn it on but they are now being 
told the reservoir is about to be decommissioned because it will take $10 million dollars to fix it. The 
people who had the ownwership prior were going to pay the money to fix it but the grandfather died 
and now the grandkids do not care. They do not want to fix it, they want to sell the land. The other 
owner sold his portion to investors from New York. Their public trust of water, the decision making 
of this area is being left up to people who have no connection to this place. They only care about 
liability and money. He believes DLNR should step in and hold a conversation. 
 
Trustees and staff walk and view the premises. 
 

   
 

IV. Public Testimony 
None 

 
V. Announcements 

None 
 

VI. Adjournment 
The site visit ended at. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________ 
Lehua Itokazu 
Board Secretary 
 
Site Visit Summary Approved at Board of Trustees Meeting on January 25, 2024.  
 
 
___________________ 
Carmen Hulu Lindsey 
Chairperson, Board of Trustees 
 
Attachments:  

1. Trustee Waiheʻe - Excuse Memo 
2. Trustee Trask – Excuse Memo 
3. Trustee Alapa – Excuse Memo 

 
 



 
 

OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS MEMORANDUM 
Mea ho‘omana‘o a ke Ke‘ena Kuleana Hawai‘i 

 

To:  Chair Hulu Lindsey and Lehua Itokazu  

From: Mililani B. Trask        

Date: June 6, 2023 

Re:    Excuse for Absence on 6/6/2023 - Kauai 

Aloha Chair Hulu and Lehua,  
 
 

Please excuse my absence from the Kauai site visits and community 
meeting as I am currently on sick leave. Your understanding in this matter is 
greatly appreciated. 

 
 
 
Mahalo, 
 
 

 
Mililani B. Trask 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs  
Board of Trustees Vice Chair  
Hawai’i Island Trustee 
 



 
MEMORANDUM 
 
     TO: Trustee Carmen Hulu Lindsey, Chair 

   Board of Trustees (BOT) 
 

 
    FROM:  Trustee John Waihe‘e, IV, Member / At-Large 
 
 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

 

     DATE:  June 2, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: ATTENDANCE FOR 6/6 BOARD OF TRUSTEES SITE VISITS (2) 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I am unable to attend the two (2) Kaua`i Island Board of Trustees Site Visits 
on June 6, 2023. 

 
This memo serves as a request to be EXCUSED from the site visits to: 

1. ‘Āina Ho‘okupu O Kīlauea, Kīlauea Community Agricultural Center  
at 11;00 a.m.; and 

2. Kūkulu Kumuhana O Anahola at 12:30 p.m.   
 
 
Please also extend my apologies to the rest of the Board of Trustees. 
 
 
Mahalo. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

June 3, 2023 

 

To:  Chair Hulu Lindsey 

  Lehua Itokazu, BOT Secretary  

From:  Trustee Luana Alapa 

Re:  Absences from BOT Kauai Site Visits and Community Meeting  

 

Please accept this as written notification that Trustee Alapa will not be in attendance for the 

June 6,2023 & June 7,2023 Board Of Trustees Activities for the Kauai Island Meeting site visits 

and community meeting.  

 

 

pr/LA 

Trustee Luana Alapa 

Molokai, Lanai 

Board of Trustees  

560 North Nimitz Highway  

Na Lama Ku Building Suite 200 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 
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