














































1

Dayna Pa

From: chris cramer <ccramer@maunaluafishpondheritage.org>
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2020 9:19 AM
To: BOT Meetings
Subject: Support for Resolution honoring the life and contributions of Laura Kalaukapu Low 

Lucas Thompson for the betterment of the people and natural and cultural resources of 
Hawaiʻi.†

 

Support for the Resolution Honoring Laura Thompson 

 

Aloha Board of Trustees for the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 

 

Aunty Laura Thompson was the steerswoman towards a better Hawaiʻi. She had great aloha for all peoples. From Tahi , 
Rapa Nui, Aotearoa and across the world, Laura was a uniter who opened her home to bring people together. 
Sometimes it meant even giving up her own bed, but that didn’t matter to her. 

Aunty Laura stayed connected to her roots at Niu where she was raised. As a child she was surrounded by horses, cows 
and chickens at the family dairy. Her home was encircled by a lei of her children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren 
whom she loved dearly. Throughout her life she cared about all living creatures big and small. Her motto was “Keep It 
Simple”.  We were honored to serve alongside her in the long effort to preserve Kalauhaʻihaʻi Fishpond and Kānewai 
Spring. Her work in the community inspired many. Her legacy and the values she upheld will continue to bear fruit 
across Hawai’i.  

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to support this resolution to honor Laura Thompson and her life of service to Hawaiʻi. 

  

Chris Cramer  

Executive Director 

Maunalua Fishpond Heritage Center  
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Maunalua Fishpond Heritage Center 501(c)(3) 
Facebook: Maunalua Fishpond Heritage Center  
P.O. Box 240204 
Honolulu,HI 96824-0204 
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Dayna Pa

From: Jeannine Johnson <jeannine@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 7:53 PM
To: BOT Meetings
Subject: Support for Resolution honoring the life and contributions of Laura Kalaukapu Low 

Lucas Thompson for the betterment of the people and natural and cultural resources of 
Hawaiʻi.†

Aloha mai kākou, 
 
I would like to offer my support for the Resolution honoring Laura Thompson.  Growing up in Niu Valley with a father 
who paddled and coached for Hui Nalu, I have known of the Thompsons most of my life. But it wasn’t until 2007 that I 
got to know Aunty Laura on the Board of the Maunalua Fishpond Heritage Center.  We’ve met nearly every month since 
then, and I would always look forward to hearing her  mana’o and stories about the past.  She had a way of keeping us 
focused, especially during difficult times or challenges, by saying “Keep it simple.”  I will always be grateful for the time I 
had with her and will never forget the aloha she freely shared with everyone.    
 
Mahalo, 
 
Jeannine Johnson, Secretary 
Maunalua Fishpond Heritage Center 
Ph: (808) 395-1000 x 226 (w)  
Email: jeannine@hawaii.rr.com 

 
 



	

	

 
 
October 29, 2020  
 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
Board of Trustees 
 
Re: Resolution honoring the life and contributions of Laura Kalakapu Low Lucas 
Thompson  
 
 
Aloha Chairperson Machado and trustees, 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to briefly speak in support of the proposed resolution 
honoring the life and contributions of Laura Kalaukapu Low Lucas Thomspon for the 
betterment of the people and natural and cultural resources of Hawaii. 
 
The resolution does a wonderful job briefly detailing her incredible life of service to her 
family, her community, our lāhui, and all of Hawaiʻi. With her passing we have indeed 
lost “a compassionate leader advocate for ensuring that all of Hawaiiʻs natural 
resources, including Native Hawaiian knowledge and values, are protected for future 
generations.”  
 
I was incredibly fortunate and blessed to have been mentored by her for nearly 25 
years. Across that time we worked on many community initiatives together, namely the 
founding of Mālama Hawaiʻi, a coalition of >100 people and organizations across our 
paeʻāina that was founded upon a simple but profound vision, that “Hawaii be a place 
where the land and sea are cared for and that is healthy and safe for all people.” Aunty 
Laura was relentless in making sure we linked sectors together from health, economic 
development, conservation, and human services together recognizing that addressing 
problems in silos would only lead to greater disparity and a scarcity mindset. The 
foundational work of Mālama Hawaiʻi became the early framework for what has now 
become the Hawaiʻi Green Growth initiative.  
 
I was also privileged that Aunty Laura agreed to serve as a founding member of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve Advisory Council, a role 
which she dedicated herself to for 15 years. In that capacity she brought wisdom and 
experience to this fledging initiative that has since become the Papahānaumokuākea 
Marine National Monument and World Heritage site, globally designated as a 
Particularly Sensitive Sea Area under the International Maritime Organization as well, a 
distinction held by less than two dozen places on Earth. Her voice ensured a values-
based design of the Mokupāpapa Discovery Center in Hilo and the philosophy of 
“bringing the place to the people, not the people to the place” for our educational 
intiatives that have since build a thriving global community of people who have also 
come to love this extraordinary ancestral realm in support of our efforts.  
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Without a doubt, had she not taken a leadership role in bringing Native Hawaiian 
leaders together around the proposal to seek World Heritage designation by convening 
people who otherwise agreed on little together under the shade of her Kiawe tree in Niu 
Valley, we would not have had the honor of becoming the first mixed natural/cultural 
seascape inscribed under the UNESCO convention. Her ʻalo he aloʻ approach to forging 
understanding, and then consensus, enabled this and many other pivotal agreements 
within our community. These are just two examples. 
 
These kinds of traits and values she grounded herself in were generously passed 
forward to the the dozens of people she mentored including myself. She made us better 
by her example and by sometimes sternly, sometimes gently steering us, always 
guiding us with the deepest of aloha. Her deep care for ʻāina was matched only by her 
deep love for people. She generously invested her time and care in both.  
 
Mahalo for honoring her today with this resolution of recognition and gratitude. This 
recognition you bestow on her today, while in her name, is not something important to 
do for her – she has never needed nor would ever have sought such acknowledgement. 
Instead, this recognition today is really for for each one of us, and for future generations 
– so we can hold and remember her embodiment of the deep and necessary human 
qualities of a true and humble leader, mentor, matriarch, mother, grandmother, and 
friend. The recognition is also important – particularly at a time when the world is so 
upside down – so we continue to have faith in each other that such human character is 
possible to hold within, and so we can be inspired to strive to build such character in 
ourselves and those around us. These are the attributes of character needed to care for 
our island home and each other in a way worthy of our ancestors and the future, 
whatever we may be facing.  
 
Mahalo hou for considering my thoughts this morning.  
 
 
Me ke aloha,  
 

 
 
T. ʻAulani Wilhelm  
(sent via email) 




