
 

 

MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY ADVOCACY AND 
EMPOWERMENT 

DATE: Wednesday, August 20, 2025 
  TIME: 9 A.M. 

PLACE: Remote Meeting by Interactive Conference Technology 
and in-person at OHA Mauli Ola Boardroom 

Nā Lama Kukui 
   560 N. Nimitz Hwy. Honolulu, HI 96817 

Viewable at www.oha.org/livestream OR 
Listen by phone: (213) 338-8477,  

Webinar ID: 825 6334 5751 
 

This virtual meeting can be viewed and observed via livestream on OHA’s website at 
www.oha.org/livestream or listened by phone using the call-in information above. A physical 

meeting location, open to members of the public who would like to provide oral testimony 
or view the virtual meeting, will be available at 560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200, 

Honolulu, HI 96817.   
 

 AGENDA  
I.  Call to Order  

II. New Business 
a. Presentation by Administration - Update on completed repatriations:  1) OHA 

Europe-U.S. East Coast repatriation activities with Stiftung Preussischer 
Kulturbesitz (Germany), Northern Ireland Ulster Museum (N. Ireland), Harvard’s 
Peabody Museum (Cambridge, MA), and Smithsonian National Museum of 
Natural History (Washington, D.C.) - April 22nd to May 3rd 2025; and, 2) OHA 
U.S. American Museum of Natural History (New York) and Chicago Field 
Museum – June 16 to 20 2025.  OHA Compliance Enforcement and Strategy & 
Implementation staff. 
 

b. Presentation by Administration - Update on key steps and deadlines in the 
development of OHA’s 2026 Legislative Package. 

 
c. Island Burial Council Nominations - Action Item BAE #25-06: Approval of the 

Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ 2025 Nominees for the Moloka’i Island Burial 
Council (MIBC), and to authorize the Administration to timely transmit these 
nominations to the Governor:  

http://www.oha.org/livestream
http://www.oha.org/livestream


 
 
 

 

 
La’akea K. Poepoe, Nominee for Moloka’i Island Burial Council 
Luann Mahili Lankford-Faborito, Nominee for Ho’olehua-Pala’au Representative, 
Moloka’i Island Burial Council 

 
 
III. Executive Session  

a. Update on Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument and Sanctuary. The 
Board anticipates convening in an executive meeting pursuant to HRS § 92-
5(a)(4) to consult with its legal counsel regarding the Board's powers, duties, 
privileges, immunities, and liabilities on potential litigation related to defense of 
resource protections in Papāhanaumokuākea Marine National Monument and 
Sanctuary. 

IV. Community Concerns and Celebrations  
V. Announcements  

VI. Adjournment   
 
 
If you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to a disability, please contact 
Everett Ohta at (808) 594-1988 or by email at everetto@oha.org as soon as possible. Requests 
made as early as possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled. Upon request, this notice is 
available in alternate/accessible formats. 

In the event that the livestream public broadcast is interrupted and cannot be restored, the 
meeting may continue as audio-only through the phone number and Webinar ID provided at the 
beginning of this agenda. Meeting recordings will be made available on OHA’s website 
https://www.oha.org/about/leadership/board-of-trustees/ as soon as practicable after the meeting. 

Public Testimony will be called for each agenda item and must be limited to matters listed on the 
meeting agenda. Community Concerns and Celebrations is not limited to matters listed on the 
meeting agenda. Hawai‘i Revised Statutes, Chapter 92, prohibits Board members from 
discussing or acting on matters not listed on the meeting agenda. 

* The board packet will be available for the public to inspect at OHA’s main office located at 560 
N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200, Honolulu, HI 96817, no later than three full business days before the 
meeting. The board packet will also be made available on OHA’s website, 
https://www.oha.org/bae. as soon as practicable thereafter. 
 

§ Notice: This portion of the meeting will be closed pursuant to HRS § 92-5. 

Testimony can be provided to the Board of Trustees such as: (1) written testimony or (2) live, 
oral testimony online or at the physical meeting location during the remote meeting.   

https://www.oha.org/bae.


 
 
 

 

(1) Persons wishing to provide written testimony on items listed on the agenda should 
submit testimony via email to botmeetings@oha.org or via postal mail to Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs, Attn: Board of Trustees Meeting Testimony, 560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 
200, Honolulu, HI 96817. Testimony is requested to be received at least twenty-four 
hours prior to the scheduled meeting to allow board members with sufficient time to 
review the testimony before the meeting. Please note that all written testimony will be 
posted on OHA’s meeting website. Please omit or redact any personal information (e.g., 
name, email address, phone number, home address, or materials) that you do not want to 
be disclosed publicly online. 

(2) Persons wishing to provide oral testimony online during the remote meeting, please click 
on the link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82563345751 

To provide oral testimony online, you will need: 

(1) a computer or mobile device to connect to the remote meeting, 

(2) internet access, and  

(3) a microphone to provide oral testimony. 

Persons wishing to provide oral testimony at the physical meeting location can sign up on the 
day of the meeting at the physical meeting location.  

Once your oral testimony is completed, you may be asked to disconnect from the meeting. If you 
willfully disrupt the meeting or do not disconnect on your own, support staff will remove you 
from the Zoom meeting.  You can continue to view the remainder of the meeting on the 
livestream or by telephone, as provided at the beginning of this agenda. 

Oral testimony online or at a physical meeting location will be limited to five (5) minutes. Oral 
testimony by telephone/landline will not be accepted at this time. 

 

 
Trustee Brickwood Galuteria, Chair      Date: 8/13/25 
Committee on Beneficiary Advocacy and Empowerment

mailto:botmeetings@oha.org


 
Action Item 

Committee on Beneficiary Advocacy and Empowerment 
 
 

August 13, 2025 
          

BAE #25-06 
 
 
Action Item Issue: Approval of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ 2025 Nominees for the 

Molokaʻi Island Burial Council  
 
 
Prepared by:   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Kamakana C. Ferreira            Date 
Compliance Archaeologist  

          
 
Reviewed by: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Elena Farden           Date 
Acting Chief Operating Officer 
 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Stacy Ferreira,             Date 
Ka Pouhana, Chief Executive Officer 
       
  
Reviewed by: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Brickwood Galuteria              Date 
Luna Ho‘omalu o ke Kōmike BAE 
Chair, Committee on Beneficiary Advocacy and Empowerment  
 

08/11/2025

08/11/2025

08/11/2025

08/12/2025

https://stateofhawaii2.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAs_Zl8jjy2cBy2O3n3QY-soI-W2jC3WN7
https://stateofhawaii2.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAs_Zl8jjy2cBy2O3n3QY-soI-W2jC3WN7
https://stateofhawaii2.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAs_Zl8jjy2cBy2O3n3QY-soI-W2jC3WN7
https://stateofhawaii2.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAs_Zl8jjy2cBy2O3n3QY-soI-W2jC3WN7
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I. Action 
To approve the following individuals as the Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ 2025 Nominations to the 
Molokaʻi Island Burial Council (MIBC), and to authorize the Administration to timely transmit 
these nominations to the Governor:  

 
Molokaʻi Island Burial Council 

1. Laʻakea K. Poepoe, Nominee for Moloka’i Island Burial Council 
2. Luann Mahili Lankford-Faborito, Nominee for Hoʻolehua-Palaʻau Representative, 

Moloka’i Island Burial Council 
 
II. Issue 
 

Should the OHA Board of Trustees approve staff’s proposed OHA 2025 nominations to 
the Molokaʻi Island Burial Council and authorize the Administration to timely transmit these 
nominations to the Governor:  
 
III. Background and Context 
 

HRS § 6E-43.5 establishes the Island Burial Councils within the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (DLNR) and the process for appointment of Island Burial Council members. In 
2013, OHA introduced the bill that became Act 276, which overhauled the Island Burial Council 
composition requirements, member qualifications, and appointment process in response to 
longstanding quorum issues and community concerns. The amended statute provides that each 
Island Burial Council shall be composed of nine members, with the exception of the Molokaʻi 
Island Burial Council, which shall be composed of five members.  There must be one 
representative from each identified geographic region of the islands, who must possess an 
understanding of the culture, history, burial beliefs, customs and practices of Native Hawaiians.  
In addition, no more than three representatives of development and large property owner interests 
may also be appointed to each council.  The Governor appoints members to the councils from lists 
provided by DLNR and OHA.  At all times, at least two of the regional representatives of each 
council shall have been appointed from a list of nominees submitted to the Governor by OHA.    
 
Historically, OHA has assisted the State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD) of DLNR and the 
Governor’s Office in identifying, soliciting, and recommending candidates for appointment to the 
Island Burial Councils (IBCs), and submitted a number of nominations for this purpose.   
 
To consistently fulfill OHA’s kuleana, OHA staff established an internal process for filling Island 
Burial Council seats.  This process incorporates collaboration among OHA’s Communications, 
Strategy and Implementation, and Advocacy lines of business to reach out to interested community 
members, identify and solicit qualified candidates, and evaluate applications from individuals 
willing to step into existing and future vacancies.  Through this process, OHA selects its nominees 
and annually transmits a list of these nominees to the Governor’s Office to fill current and pending 
vacancies. Staff from Compliance Enforcement, Public Policy, Strategy and Implementation, and 
Communications have collectively drafted Standard Operating Procedures for this process and are 
in the process of refining them for Administrative approval. 
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Staff included as an attachment a printout from the SHPD showing the IBCs and current 
membership and vacancies for the Trustees’ information (Attachment 2).   This roster is updated 
periodically as the SHPD forwards their statutory nominations to the Office of the Governor. The 
SHPD also appoints interim members to fill unexpected vacancies until official Governor 
appointment. 
 
An OHA strategy to consistently fulfill this important statutory kuleana is to minimally conduct 
annual appointments, with possible bi-annual or quarterly selections if needed or directed to the 
OHA Board of Trustees, so that in the event of unplanned vacancies, candidates can be nominated 
quickly on an interim basis to keep the councils functioning until the formal process of nomination, 
appointment and legislative review can occur in the normal course of business. 

 
IV.     Nominee for Appointment – Molokaʻi Island Burial Council 

Based on the review of applications, Administration recommends the approval of the 
following candidates for the Molokaʻi/Lanaʻi Island Burial Council: Laʻakea Poepoe, and 
Luann Mahiki Lankford-Faborito. 

A. Laʻakea Poepoe, Nominee for Molokaʻi Island Burial Council 
 
Mr. Poepoe was born and raised on Molokai.  He previously served on the Molokaʻi Island 
Burial Council (MIBC) and was the Chairperson of the Molokaʻi Planning Commission.  
He currently sits on the Hawaiʻi State Marine and Coastal Zone Advisory Council.  Mr. 
Poepoe is a cultural practitioner, and the president and co-founder of Kūpeke Ahupuaʻa, a 
nonprofit based out of Kūpeke Molokaʻi. 
 
 

B. Luann Mahiki Lankford-Faborito, Nominee for Molokaʻi Island Burial Council 
 
Ms. Lankford-Faborito was born on Molokaʻi and continues to reside there with her family.  
She is a current member of the Royal Order of Kamehameha, Na Wahine, Hoʻolehua 
Hawaiian Civic Club, and the Hoʻolehua Homesteaders Association.  Through these 
memberships and her life experiences, she believes that respecting kupuna is a priority in 
Hawaiian culture and that they should be handled with the utmost care and reverence.   

V.     Alternative Actions: 
A. To decline to approve all or in-part of the individuals listed in Section I. above as the 

Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ 2025 Nominations to the Molokaʻi Island Burial Council 
and to decline authorizing the Administration to timely transmit these nominations to 
the Governor. 

B. To propose alternate names for Administration to vet. 

 
VI.    Recommended Action:   
 



Action Item BAE #25-06:  To Approve the Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ 2025 Molokaʻi 
Island Burial Council Nominations  
 

Page | 4  
 

To approve the individuals listed in Section I. above as the Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ 
2025 nominations to the Molokaʻi Island Burial Council and to authorize the 
Administration to timely transmit these nominations to the Governor. 

 
VII. Funding 
 

No funding is required. 
 
VIII. Timeframe 
 

Immediate action is recommended as the nomination will be transmitted to the 
Governor’s Office of Boards and Commissions immediately upon approval by the BOT. 
 

IX.  Attachments 
 

Attachment #1 – Applicant Resumes and Online Applications 

Attachment #2 – SHPD Island Burial Council Membership and Vacancies 

 
 
 







La!akea K. Poepoe  

  

Employment History   

Lo’iloa Legacy Farm, LLC                                      
Owner, 2023-Present 

●  Manage typical small-scale farming operations                 
●  Market produce to retailers/vendor distribution                                  
● Prepare annual budget  

Kupeke Ahupuaʻa 501(c)3, Traditional Ahupuaʻa Ecosystems Management NGO  Executive 
Director, 2020-Present  

●  Implement the organizational strategic plan  
●  Grant writing, tracking, and reporting  
●  Provide regular progress updates to the Board of Directors  
●  Facilitate volunteer group activities                 ● 
 Collect and process scientific data  
●  Manage day-to-day operations, website, and communications  
●  Network with funders, partners, and stakeholders  

ʻAina Momona 501(c)3, Social and Environmental Justice NGO  
Project Coordinator, 2019-2020  

●  Participated in project and lesson plan development  
●  Implemented lesson plans as an instructor for a student fellowship program  
●  Lead hands-on workdays to correspond with classroom instruction  
●  Track and report on project progress to the Program Director  
●  Facilitated community outreach events  
●  Secured organizational partnerships  

 
County of Maui Department of Fire & Public Safety  
Fire Fighter I, 2015-Present  
  
●  Directed operations as incident commander at brushfire incidents  
●  Directed crew assignments as acting company officer at brushfire incidents  
●  Participated in a temporary observation & evaluation period, providing satisfactory 



demonstration of clerical and operational management functions in the positions of Fire 
Apparatus Operator and Fire Company Officer at Hoʻolehua & Kaunakakai Fire stations 

Molokai General Hospital  
Facilities Maintenance & Groundskeeping, 2010-2014  

●  Designed and maintained irrigation systems & components  
●  Provided exceptional customer service and positive relations with staff  
●  Voted ʻemployee of the year’ by hospital staff in 2014  

Makoa Trucking Services  
Hauling and Delivery, 2008-2010  

●  Responsible for inventory reconciliation and accountability between destinations  
●  Performed logistics coordination to ensure efficient route planning and timely deliveries  
●  Provided careful packaging and moving of building contents in preparation for shipment  

Hui Malama O Moʻomomi 501(c)3, Subsistence Fisheries Management NGO              
Project Coordinator/Natural Resources Manager/Groundskeeper, 2003-2015  

●  Instructed youth diver safety courses  
●  Installed and maintained irrigation systems  
●  Conducted data collection and analysis  
●  Interacted with partner organizations and agencies  



Community Engagement and Professional Development___________________________  

Office of House Representative Poepoe, Hawai’i State Legislature                          
Volunteer legislative analyst, 2023-present 

• Analyze and review proposed legislation  

• Tracking progress of bills and resolutions 

• Proof-reading written communications 

Marine and Coastal Zone Advocacy Council, Hawai’i State Office of Planning and 
Sustainable Development                       
Molokai Representative, 2024-Present 

• Advocate for a comprehensive management system which restores, preserves, and protects 
Hawai’i’s marine and coastal environment  

• Participate in discussions and decision-making concerning Hawai’i CZM program 

• Develop policies to implement in the CZM area 

Molokai Planning Commission, County of Maui Department of Planning  
Chairperson, Cultural Expert, 2016-2024 

• Preside over meetings as Chairperson in public hearings for the Department of Planning 
concerning matters on the island of Molokai 

• Set agenda with planning dept. staff 

• Make recommendations for consideration and action to the Mayor, County Council, and/or 
Planning Director on matters related to planning programs, revisions to the Molokai Community 
Plan and Maui General Plan, and land use ordinance changes 

• Review project proposals ensure compliance with Coastal Zone Management Law 



• Review, determine the significance of impact, and set appropriate mitigative conditions for 
project proposals in the Special Management Area 

• Engage in professional interactions with staff from the County of Maui Department of Planning, 
Department of Corporation Counsel, and the public 

Molokai Island Burial Council, Hawaii State Historic Preservation Division of DLNR  
West Molokai District Representative, 2018-2023 

• Cooperatively draft and adopt treatment plans for previously identified burial sites  

• Engage with the DLNR and the SHPD to develop the inventory of burial sites  

• Respond to inadvertent discoveries in coordination with the DLNR-DOCARE and the 
Maui Police Department  

•  Participate as a voting member in Molokai Burial Council meetings and engage in 
professional interactions  
with staff from the SHPD, State Attorney General’s office, and the public  

Maui County Solid Waste Management Working Group  
Member, 2018-2020  

• Participated in scheduled group meetings  

• Worked with group to draft and propose budget recommendations to the County Council  

• Advocated for the successful funding of additional personnel positions and an incinerator 
pilot project at the Molokai Landfill  

Pane Huli Au Climate Resilience Working Group  
Member, 2018-2020  

• Participated in scheduled group meetings and discussions  

• Planned and facilitated the ‘Molokai Climate Resilience Summit’ event on Molokai in 
2018  

• Advocated for the successful funding of a climate change and sea level rise action plan 
for Molokai  

Hui O Kuapa 501(c)3, Fishpond Restoration Organization NGO        
Board Member, 2018-2019  

• Reviewed monthly staff reports  



• Assessed and determined needs consistent with the approved annual budget  

•  Conducted strategic planning for the organization  

• Engaged in relations building with funder and lessor (Bishop Estate)  

Hui Malama O Moʻomomi 501(c)3, Subsistence Fisheries Management NGO  
Board Member, 2018-Present  

• Contributed to the development of a community-based subsistence fishing area proposal  

• Actively monitor progress of the CBSFA proposal through the HRS 91 Administrative 
Rulemaking Process  

• Hosted and Participated in DLNR Division of Aquatic Resources CBSFA public scoping 
and community workshop events  

• Ongoing maintenance of public facilities & shoreline (groundskeeping, repairs, trash 
collection)  

Kuaʻaina Ulu ʻAuamo 501(c)3, Community-Based Resource Management Network NGO  
Member, 2018-Present  

• Interface with County, State, and federal legislators regarding environmental 
conservation and natural resource initiatives  

• Maintain open and ongoing dialogue with state, and federal agencies  

• Participate in network-wide discussions  

• Attend conventions  

Kia!i Kanaloa, Marine Mammal Response Network  
Member, 2019-Present  

• Respond to marine mammal strandings  

•  Monitor field necropsies performed by NOAA science division  

• Maintain open communication with State (DLNR) and Federal (NOAA) Agencies  

• Provide updates to the statewide network  



Molokai Hunting Club 501(c)3                    
Member, 2023 

• Facilitated partnership with large landowner Pu’u O Hoku Ranch to develop a hunting 
pass system  

I Ola Wailuanui 501(c)3, Cultural Preservation Organization          
Community Advisor, 2023-present 

• Provide insight as a consultant representing expertise in the subject of fishpond 
management  

• Provide advice on navigating cultural preservation through county, state and federal 
processes 

Sustainable Coastlines 501(c)3, Marine Environment Protection Group     
Molokai Project partner, 2018-Present 

• Plan and Coordinate Beach Clean-up Events on Molokai 

E Alu Pu Council, Native Hawaiian Advocacy Network               
Molokai Island Representative, 2024-present 

Malama Pupukea-Waimea, Environmental Preservation Organization                       
Network Partner, 2023-Present 

Cultural Resources Commission, County of Maui Department of Planning       
Commission Member-Molokai seat, 2024- Present 

Molokai Aha Kiole Aha Moku Advisory Council, State of Hawai’i DLNR            
Mana’e Moku alaka’i, 2018-Present 



Hui Malama Loko I’a, KUA Fishpond Restoration Group                                   Member, 
2019-Present 

Limu Hui, KUA Limu Restoration Group                 
Member, 2023-Present 

Lawai’a Pono, KUA policy subcommittee                 
Member, 2019-Present  

Halawa Hawksbill Turtle Tracking Project, NOAA Science          
Field Monitor, 2019-Present 

Mo’omomi ‘Ua’u Kani Bird Banding Project, The Nature Conservancy               
Volunteer, 2018-Present 

Lalo Atoll Resiliency Action Plan Development Working Group, NOAA Science        
Cultural Advisor, 2023 

We Are Molokai Pule O’o Advocacy Group         
Event organizer, 2017 

Section 106 Consultant for the following EA/EIS Projects: 

• Paialoa Mangrove Removal 

• ‘Ilio/Mokio/Anapuka Animal Exclusion Fence 

• Kalaupapa General Management Plan 

• Navy SONAR Hawai’i Corridor 

• NOAA Papahanaumokuakea Marine Designations 

• DHHL ‘Ualapu’e Cultural & Archaeological Assessment 



• ‘Ualapu’e Fire Station Relocation 

Education_____________________________________________________________________  

Molokai High and Intermediate School, Hoolehua HI  

High School Diploma, Graduation Date: May 2003  

University of Hawaii, Maui College  

 Associates of Liberal Arts, Graduation date: December 2022 







Name Seat Term Notes
Desmon Haumea Ka'u 2022 - 2026 2nd term
I'inimaikalani Kahakalau Hamakua 2023 - 2027 1st term
Cayla Crivello Large Landowner 2023 - 2027 2nd term
Leimana Abenes Kohala 2025-2029 1st term
Vacant Kona
Shantel Freeman Puna 2025-2029 1st term
Vacant Large Landowner
Vacant Large Landowner
Cyrus Seto Hilo 2025-2029 1st term

Wayne Harada Waimea/Napali 2024 - 2028 2nd term
Bruce Robinson Ni'ihau 2021 - 2025 1st term
Carol Lovell Kawaihau 2021 - 2025 2nd term (potential term out?)
Barbara Say Hanalei 2020 - 2024 1st term, holdover
Johnette Kahalekai Lihue 2023 - 2027 2nd term
Chadley Schimmelfennig Koloa 2025-2029 1st term
Vacant Large Landowner
Vacant Large Landowner
Vacant Large Landowner

Everett Dowling Large Landowner 2019 - 2023 1st term, holdover
Vernon Kalanikau Honua'ula 2019 - 2023 1st term, holdover
Iris Pe'elua Large Landowner 2019 - 2023 1st term, holdover
Diane Preza Lana'i 2021 - 2025 1st term
Scott Fisher Large Landowner 2022 - 2026 2nd term
Dane Maxwell Makawao 2025-2029 1st term
Bennadette Duman Lahaina 2025-2029 1st term
Caroline Hartman Hana 2025-2029 1st term
Noelani Paresa Wailuku 2025-2029 1st term

Chuck Ehrhorn Large Landowner 2019 - 2023 2nd term, partial 1st, holdover
Benjamin Schafer Ko'olauloa 2020 - 2024 1st term
Vacant Waialua
Kamana'o Mills Large Landowner 2021 - 2025 2nd term
Vacant Ewa
Makoa Caceres Wai'anae 2025-2029 1st term
Julian Ako Kona 2025-2029 1st term
Charish Miller Koolaupoko 2025-2029 1st term
Vacant Large Landowner

Vacant Kalawao
Keomailani Hirata East Moloka'i holdover to 2027
Vacant Central Moloka'i
Vacant West Moloka'i
Vacant Large Landowner

Maui / Lana'i Islands Burial Council

ISLAND BURIAL COUNCILS ROSTER
(EFFECTIVE JULY 01, 2025)

Hawai'i Island Burial Council

Kaua'i / Ni'ihau Islands Burial Council

O'ahu Island Burial Council

Moloka'i Island Burial Council

Keomailani Hirata in holdover until close of session, 2027


