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	ESSAY AND SHORT ANSWER INSTRUCTIONS

	
1. Type your responses directly into the document.
2. You may respond in ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi or English.
3. Save your completed responses as a PDF. File name example: FirstLastName_Essay
4. Upload the PDF to the online application form.

Word limits are listed with each question. There is no “right” answer. We are looking to understand your Perspective, experiences, and hopes for your community.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Short Answer Questions:
Q1. Word limit: 250 words
Where are you from?
What people, communities and cultures shaped you into who you are today?

Q2. Word Limit: 250 words
What draws you to the ʻAha ʻŌpio o OHA Program?
What do you hope to learn?

Q3. Word Limit: 250 words
How do you respond when you disagree with someone’s idea during a discussion or decision-making process?

Q4. Word Limit: 250 Words
What are some examples of leadership you show in your daily life, and how do those experiences showcase Hawaiian values?

Q5. Word Limit: 250 Words
What is one strength you would bring to your delegation or working group?

Essay Questions:

Q6. Word Limit 500 Words
What is one issue or challenge in your community that you care about deeply?
This may be something you experience personally, something you see affecting your ʻohana or peers or something you’ve observed in your school, neighborhood, or lāhui.

In response, please address:
· Why this issue or challenge matters to you
· How it affects you, your community, or the people you care about
· Any actions you have already taken – big or small – to address or learn more about this issue
· What you hope to do moving forward, especially if given the opportunity to grow your leadership, voice, or impact
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