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COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY ADVOCACY AND EMPOWERMENT (BAE) 
 

June 24, 2026 
9 a.m. 

 
(via Interactive Conference Technology) 

 
To view this meeting’s recording, please click on the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KK0O4nDM1YM 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
TRUSTEES PRESENT    BOT STAFF 
Brickwood Galuteria, Chair    Carina Lee 
Dan Ahuna      Kanani Iaea 
Kaleihikina Akaka, Vice Chair   Pōhai Ryan    
Keliʻi Akina      Pōhailani Kealoha 
Luana Alapa      Remy Keliʻihoʻomalu 
Kaialiʻi Kahele     Richelle Kim   
Carmen Hulu Lindsey       
Keoni Souza (arrived  10:12 a.m.)   ADMINISTRATION  
John Waiheʻe, IV      Summer Sylva, Interim Administrator/COO  
       K. Sean Kekina, COO 
BAE COMMITTEE STAFF   Bill Brennan   
Lei-Ann Stender Durant    Kevin Chock 
Mark Watanabe     Kyle Saucier    
Momi Kaʻaihue     Leināʻala Ley 
Nathan Takeuchi     Rozelle Agog  
       Ryan Lee  
GENERAL COUNSEL     
Everett Ohta      BOARD COUNSEL 
       Kapono Kiakona  
        
         
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Galuteria called the June 24, 2026 meeting of the Committee on Beneficiary Advocacy 
and Empowerment to order at 10:05 a.m. 
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Chair Galuteria thanked the Committee and staff for attending todayʻs meeting and 
acknowledged his trustee aide, Lei-Ann Stender Durant, serving as the Committee Recording 
Secretary and his temporary secretary, Momi Kaʻaihue, serving as the Committee Technology 
and Information Specialist.  
Chair Galuteria called for the roll call to confirm attendance: 
 
Roll Call  
Eight trustees were present constituting a quorum. 
Present: Trustees Ahuna, Akaka, Akina, Alapa, Kahele, Lindsey, Waiheʻe IV, Chair Galuteria 
Not Present at time of roll call: Trustee Souza 
(Time Stamp: :39/1:20:53) 
 
Chair Galuteria called Chief Operating Officer, K.Sean Kekina, to introduce administrative 
staff that attended the meeting. 
(Time Stamp: 1:25/1:20:53) 
 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 A. February 4, 2026 
 B. February 11, 2026 
 C. February 18, 2026 
 
*Note: Item II. C. February 18, 2026 minutes deferred 
(Time Stamp: 2:09/1:20:53) 
 
Public Testimony 
None 
 
 
   MOTION (Chair Galuteria):  Approve the minutes of February 4, 2026  
   and February 11, 2026. 
   (Time Stamp: 2:49/1:20:53) 
 
 
Discussion 
There being no discussion, Chair Galuteria called for the vote. 
 
Roll Call 
Motion caried by unanimous vote (9 – 0) 
(Time Stamp: 3:06/1:20:53) 
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III. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 A. Update on Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument and Sanctuary and 
 Recent Federal Action Concerning Commercial Fishing Access. The BAE Committee 
 anticipates convening in an executive meeting pursuant to HRS § 92-5(a)(4) to receive 
 updated information and consult with its legal counsel regarding the Board of Trustees’ 
 powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities with respect to OHA’s legal options  
 and potential litigation related to the defense of resource protections in 
 Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument and Sanctuary. 
 
 B. Approval of Executive Session Minutes 
  a. September 17, 2025 
 (Time Stamp: 3:46/1:20:53) 
 
Public Testimony 
None 
 
 
   MOTION (Chair Galuteria): Recuse this committee into Executive  
   Session pursuant to HRS § 92-5(a)(4) to receive updated information  
   and consult with its legal counsel regarding the Board of Trustees’  
   powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities with respect to  
   OHAʻs legal options and potential litigation related to the defense of  
   resource protections in Papahānaumokuākea Marine National   
   Monument and Sanctuary.  
   (Time Stamp: 4:39/1:20:53) 
 
 
Discussion 
There being no discussion, Chair Galuteria called for the vote. 
 
Roll Call 
Motion carried by unanimous vote (9 – 0) 
(Time Stamp: 5:28/1:20:53) 
 
*The Committee moved into Executive Session. 
(Time Stamp: 9:18/1:20:53) 
 
 
*The Committee moved back into Public Session. 
(Time Stamp: 1:11:27/1:20:53) 
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Chair Galuteria shared, for the benefit of those joining the Trustees in person and online, that 
the Board met with their legal counsel and the State Attorney General to discuss the Trustees’ 
powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities with respect to OHA’s legal options  and 
potential litigation related to the defense of resource protections in  Papahānaumokuākea Marine 
National Monument and Sanctuary. The Chair further shared that the Board reaffirmed its 
support and willingness to proceed with all necessary actions. 
(Time Stamp: 1:11:32/1:20:53) 
 
For the record, the minutes of September 17, 2026 BAE Executive Session were approved by 
unanimous vote. 
 
 
IV. COMMUNITY CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS 
 
1. Beneficiary advocate and Hawaiian Homes lessee, Germaine Meyers, raised concerns 
regarding transparency and accountability in trust governance. She referenced statements made 
by the Board Vice Chair [Keoni Souza] during the May 28, 2026 Board of Trustees meeting 
concerning the Ferreira litigation, legal counsel, Sunshine Law matters, minority trustees, and the 
Interim CEO. 

Ms. Meyers stated that a written request for clarification was submitted on May 28, 2026 and 
distributed to all trustees seeking the factual and legal basis for several statements made during 
the public meeting. The request also sought clarification regarding comments related to the 
Interim CEO [Summer Sylva] and whether trustees were implicated in litigation claims. 

She reported that, as of June 24, 2026, no response had been received from the Vice Chair or 
Board Chair [Kai Kahele]. Ms. Meyers requested that this be entered into the public record. 

She emphasized the importance of transparency, accountability, and responsive communication 
with beneficiaries, particularly regarding governance, litigation, and trustee conduct. Ms. Meyers 
requested that the Vice Chair respond to the May 28 request for clarification or explain why a 
response is not warranted. 

Ms. Meyers concluded by stating that beneficiaries deserve transparency, accountability, and 
respectful dialogue from those entrusted with governing the institution and thanked the Board for 
their time. 
(Time Stamp: 1:12:57/1:20:53) 
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2. Testifier Shelby Pikachu Billionaire, reported experiencing difficulties accessing a prior 
meeting due to Zoom link issues and expressed appreciation that the issue had been resolved, 
allowing testimony to be provided. 

He commented on the proposed KIKU television station acquisition, stating concerns and 
observations regarding the financial valuation of the transaction, including EBITDA and 
potential revenue opportunities. Mr. Billionaire suggested that expanded digital and online media 
platforms could provide additional long-term revenue and educational benefits for the Hawaiian 
community. 

The testifier also expressed support for efforts to protect fishery resources and raised concerns 
about the impacts of international commercial fishing activities on ocean resources. He 
emphasized the importance of resource protection and responsible management of marine 
ecosystems. 

Mr. Billionaire thanked OHA's IT staff for resolving access issues and concluded by thanking the 
Committee for the opportunity to testify. 
(Time Stamp: 1:17:15/1:20:53) 
 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
      None 
 
 
V. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
   MOTION (Trustee Lindsey); SECOND (Trustee Souza): Adjourn the  
   June 24, 2026 meeting of the Committee on Beneficiary Advocacy and 
   Empowerment. 
   (Time Stamp: 1:19:43/1:20:53) 
 
 
Roll Call 
Motion carried by unanimous vote (9 – 0). 
(Time Stamp: 1:20:11/1:20:53) 
 
Chair Galuteria adjourned the meeting at 11:21 a.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Lei-Ann Stender Durant, Trustee Aide 
Committee Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
Brickwood Galuteria, Trustee At-Large 
Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
Date Approved: 
 


