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COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY ADVOCACY AND EMPOWERMENT (BAE) 
 

May 13, 2026 
9 a.m. 

(via Interactive Conference Technology) 
 

To view this meeting’s recording, please click on the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XELYOpTPyss 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
TRUSTEES PRESENT    BOT STAFF 
Brickwood Galuteria, Chair    Kanani Iaea 
Dan Ahuna      Pōhai Ryan 
Kaleihikina Akaka, Vice Chair   Pōhailani Kealoha    
Keliʻi Akina      Remy Keliʻihoʻomalu 
Luana Alapa (arrived 9:40 a.m.)   Richelle Kim 
Kaialiʻi Kahele        
Carmen Hulu Lindsey     ADMINISTRATION  
Keoni Souza (left 9:24 a.m.)    Summer Sylva, Interim Administrator/COO  
John Waiheʻe, IV (arrived 9:08 a.m.)    K. Sean Kekina, COO  
       Bill Brennan 
BAE COMMITTEE STAFF   Deja Ostrowski   
Lei-Ann Stender Durant    Hailama Farden 
Mark Watanabe     Kyle Saucier    
Momi Kaʻaihue     Leināʻala Ley 
Nathan Takeuchi     McKenna Woodward   
       Sharde Freitas 
GENERAL COUNSEL         
Everett Ohta      BOARD COUNSEL 
       Kapono Kiakona Kapono Kiakona  
   
    
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Galuteria called the April 29, 2026 meeting of the Committee on Beneficiary Advocacy 
and Empowerment to order at 9:07 a.m. 
 
Chair Galuteria thanked the Committee and staff for attending todayʻs meeting. The Standing 
Committee of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs is responsible for advancing the interests of Native 
Hawaiians beneficiaries through policy oversight, legislative review, and targeted advocacy.  Its 
scope includes critical areas such as health, housing, education, econonimic development, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XELYOpTPyss
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environmental protection, and the stewardshep of culturally significant lands and waters. 
The Committee recommends positions on legislative measures, reviews programs, and approves 
nominations. This committee serves as a direct link between community voice and decision-
making. The committee members remain guided by the principles af kulana and justice. 
 
Chair Galuteria acknowledged his trustee aide, Lei-Ann Stender Durant, serving as the 
Committee Recording Secretary and his temporary secretary, Momi Kaʻaihue, serving as the 
Committee Technology and Information Specialist. 
 
Chair Galuteria called for the roll call to confirm attendance: 
 
Roll Call  
Seven persons are present constituting a quorum. 
Present: Trustees Ahuna, Akaka, Akina, Kahele, Lindsey, Souza, Chair Galuteria 
Not Present at time of roll call: Trustees Alapa and Waiheʻe IV  
(6:59/1:04:30) 
 
 
II. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Update, Presentation, and Discussion on OHA Positions on 2026 Legislative Bills 
 and Measures and 20206 Legislative Session Wrap-Up (Advocacy Division) 
 (Time Stamp: 8:34/1:04:30) 
 
Public Testimony 
None 
 
Legislative Update Presentation 
Chief Advocate, Leināʻala Ley and Public Policy Manager, Deja Ostrowski 
(Time Stamp: 9:19/1:04:30) 

Staff provided a high-level overview of the 2025 legislative session, noting that bills still require 
gubernatorial action and that a more detailed report will be provided after the veto period 
concludes. OHA tracked 1,282 bills during the session, with positions taken on 433 measures. 

OHA Package Bills 
• Staff reported that the Island Burial Council reform bill advanced through the Legislature 

and awaits the Governor’s signature. The measure lowers quorum requirements, enabling 
councils to conduct business more regularly despite vacancies. 

• Staff noted that 16 Island Burial Council nominees submitted to the Governor were not 
advanced to the Senate, contributing to ongoing council vacancy challenges. 

• Trustees discussed the need to review and strengthen statutes governing Island Burial 
Councils. Staff reported that the Burial Sites Working Group is conducting a 
comprehensive review and will present recommendations to the Board in November. 
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• Staff advised that an action item will return to the Board regarding stipends for moku 
representatives serving on Island Burial Councils. 

OHA-Named Bills 
• Staff reported that SB903, if signed by the Governor, will transfer approximately $55 

million from the OHA Trust Account to OHA and make updates to the Public Land Trust 
Working Group, including expanded membership and future governance discussions. 

• Trustees and staff acknowledged the efforts of legislators, legislative leadership, 
committee members, and community supporters who helped advance SB903. 

• Discussion highlighted that the funds represent previously identified revenues owed to 
OHA and are not a new appropriation. 

• Trustees discussed the importance of legislative education, coordinated communications, 
and public outreach regarding significant OHA measures. 

Additional Legislative Measures 
• Staff highlighted bills establishing an Office of Marine Affairs, creating a correctional 

facility rehabilitation task force, addressing public financing for OHA candidates, and 
forming an agricultural land working group. 

• Staff noted OHA representation on several newly established advisory and working 
groups. 

Public Land and Natural Resources 
• Staff expressed concerns regarding SB2169, which would grant the Agribusiness 

Development Corporation condemnation authority over public lands and may allow 
future transfer of those lands without existing safeguards. Staff indicated OHA would 
recommend a gubernatorial veto. 

• Staff reported on legislation authorizing the Board of Land and Natural Resources to 
permit sand removal for educational, research, management, and propagation purposes 
and stated OHA would monitor implementation. 

• Staff highlighted measures supporting community co-management of natural resources 
and limiting construction of large structures on conservation district mountain lands. 

• Staff indicated OHA would recommend a veto of HB1823 due to concerns regarding 
reduced coastal zone management protections and limitations on community 
participation. 
 

Housing and Homestead Issues 
• Staff reported passage of legislation allowing Hawaiian Home Lands lease successorship 

for nieces and nephews. 
• Staff noted passage of a homebuyer savings account measure allowing greater pre-tax 

savings for home down payments. 
• Staff discussed the failure of several housing-related measures, including a DHHL 

funding proposal and tenant protection legislation. 
• Staff recommended a veto of HB1741 due to concerns that it restricts county authority to 

require affordable workforce housing developments. 
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Criminal Justice and Health 
• Staff highlighted enacted measures to support inmate access to SNAP benefits before 

release and youth identification programs aimed at reducing unnecessary contact with the 
justice system. 

• Staff reported disappointment regarding the failure of bills related to returning 
incarcerated individuals to Hawaiʻi, compassionate release, and healthcare workforce 
loan repayment programs. 

Education 
• Staff reported passage of legislation supporting private educational institutions, including 

protections relevant to Kamehameha Schools scholarship programs. 
• Staff noted support for and interest in reviving measures related to free student transit and 

early learning program funding. 
 

Economic Development 
• Staff highlighted passage of a local business bidding preference measure intended to 

improve opportunities for Hawaiʻi-based businesses in state procurement. 
• Staff reported several community-support measures did not advance, including proposals 

related to food tax exemptions, DHHL funding, cooperative development, and local lei 
procurement. 

• Trustees noted passage of legislation recognizing Lā Lei Day as a cultural observance. 
 

Kupuna and Historic Preservation 
• Staff reported that historic preservation legislation advanced without language previously 

supported by OHA and indicated continued engagement with State Historic Preservation 
Division and legislators during the interim. 

• Staff discussed legislation establishing a five-year housing pilot program and noted OHA 
will monitor implementation impacts. 

• Staff provided an update regarding Kalaupapa governance and future management 
considerations, including questions concerning public land trust responsibilities and 
community access. 
 

Closing 
• Staff expressed appreciation to trustees, Public Policy staff, and regional support 

personnel for their work throughout the legislative session. 
• No further questions were raised by trustees. The legislative update concluded. 

 
 
II. NEW BUSINESS (continued) 
 
 B. Discussion and Action on 2026 Honolulu Charter Commission: OHA Position on 
 Charter Amendment Proposals 
 (Time Stamp: 45:14/1:04:30) 
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Public Testimony 
 
1. Germaine Meyers 

• Expressed appreciation for OHA's review of charter amendments affecting Native 
Hawaiian rights, cultural stewardship, governance, and proposals supporting Native 
Hawaiian values and representation. The testifier also expressed disappointment that 
OHA did not appear to sufficiently engage Honolulu neighborhood boards and grassroots 
Native Hawaiian communities during its review process. 

• Emphasized the role of neighborhood boards as a direct forum for residents to address 
community concerns including housing, public safety, infrastructure, cultural resources, 
and environmental impacts. The testifier noted that members of the Nānākuli-Māʻili 
Neighborhood Board submitted several charter amendment proposals to the Honolulu 
Charter Commission, including proposals related to equitable landfill siting and the 
enforcement of homeless encampment regulations at city parks and beaches. 

• Urged OHA to strengthen engagement with neighborhood boards, homestead 
communities, and grassroots Native Hawaiian leaders, and encouraged the development 
of a formal outreach and consultation process before adopting positions on future charter 
amendments and major county policy proposals. 

  
 No action requested by the testifier. 
 (Time Stamp: 45:57/1:04:30) 
 
 
2. Shelby “Pikachu” Billionaire 

• Congratulated OHA on legislative efforts resulting in funding for Native Hawaiian 
programs and discussed ongoing concerns regarding full allocation of public trust 
revenues. The testifier commented on recent state legislative measures and encouraged 
continued advocacy during future legislative sessions. 

• Expressed concerns regarding proposed landfill expansion and environmental impacts on 
West Oʻahu communities, particularly Native Hawaiian residents. The testimony 
referenced community opposition to landfill-related proposals and urged continued 
engagement on environmental, public health, and community protection issues. 

• Shared observations regarding legislative advocacy strategies, encouraged continued 
involvement in issues affecting Native Hawaiian communities, and requested recognition 
of a recent bereavement affecting the family of a state senator. 

  
 No action requested by the testifier. 
 (Time Stamp: 50:30/1:04:30) 
 
 
Motion (Chair Galuteria): Approve OHA staff’s recommended positions on the 2026 Honolulu 
Charter Commission Amendment Proposals as reflected in in the matrix published with the May 
13, 2026 BAE Agenda. 
(Time Stamp: 54:10/1:04:30) 
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Staff Report 
(Chief Advocate, Leināʻala Ley, and Public Policy Manage, Deja Ostrowski) 
 

• Staff reported that several charter amendment proposals included in earlier published 
materials would not advance the Charter Commission's final review. Staff highlighted 
Proposal P186 as a new recommendation for OHA support, which would amend the 
Honolulu City Charter preamble to recognize Native Hawaiian values. Staff noted that all 
other proposals before the Committee had been previously reviewed and approved on 
prior matrices. 

 (Time Stamp: 54:37/1:04:30) 
 
Committee Action 
A motion was considered to approve the recommended OHA positions on the charter 
amendment proposals, including support for Proposal P186. 
 
Discussion 
There being no discussion, Chair Galuteria called for the vote. 
 
Roll Call  
Motion carried (8 – 0) 
Yes: Trustees Ahuna, Akaka, Akina, Alapa, Kahele, Lindsey, Waihe’e IV, Chair Galuteria 
Excused: Trustee Souza 
(Time Stamp: 55:48/1:04:30) 
 
 
III. COMMUNITY CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS 
 
1. Germaine Meyers 

• Raised concerns regarding a recently posted OHA procurement exemption notice seeking 
specialized advisory services related to the valuation, due diligence, and potential 
acquisition of broadcast media assets.  

• Questioned the transparency of the process, including the listed procurement amount, use 
of an exemption process, and the lack of publicly available information regarding the 
purpose, potential costs, risks, and anticipated benefits of any possible acquisition. 

• Emphasized the importance of transparency, fiduciary responsibility, and beneficiary 
engagement in matters involving trust resources.  

• Encouraged OHA to provide public disclosure regarding any potential broadcast media 
acquisition, including its strategic justification and expected beneficiary outcomes. 

• Urged beneficiaries to monitor OHA procurement notices and awards. 
 (Time Stamp: 57:56/1:04:30) 
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IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
      None 
      (Time Stamp: 1:02:41/1:04:30) 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion (Trustee Waiheʻe): Adjourn the May 13, 2026 meeting of the Committee on Beneficiary 
Advocacy and Empowerment. 
(1:03:11/1:04:30) 
 
There being no discussion, Chair Galuteria called for the vote. 
 
Roll Call 
Motion carried (8 – 0) 
Yes: Trustees Ahuna, Akaka, Akina, Alapa, Kahele, Lindsey, Waiheʻe IV, Chair Galuteria 
Excused: Trustee Souza 
(Time Stamp: 1:03:49/1:04:30) 
 
The meeting is adjourned. The time is 10:03 a.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lei-Ann Stender Durant, Trustee Aide 
Committee Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
Brickwood Galuteria, Trustee At-Large 
Committee Chair 
 
 
 
Date Approved:     
 
 
 
 
 
 


