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Pule – Trustee Akina 
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
• Time: 9:07 a.m. 
• Chair: Trustee Brickwood Galuteria 

 
Roll Call 

• Trustees Present: 
o Trustee Akaka 
o Trustee Akina 
o Trustee Alapa 
o Trustee Kahele 
o Trustee Lindsey 
o Trustee Souza 
o Chair Galuteria 

 
• Trustees Excused: Trustees Ahuna and Waihe’e 

 
• Quorum Established: Seven trustees are present 

 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
o No Public Testimony 

a. April 30, 2025 minutes were DEFERRED (9:12:37 a.m.) 
 

b. April 2, 2025 minutes considered for approval 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY ADVOCACY AND 
EMPOWERMENT (BAE) MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 2, 2025 (9:12:57 a.m.) 

 
Moved: Trustee Souza 
Second: Trustee Lindsay 

 
Discussion: None 

 
MOTION PASSED BY A VOTE OF 7-0 
Excused: Trustee Ahuna 

 
 

III. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

o No Public Testimony 
 

MOTION TO MOVE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (9:15:16 a.m.) 



Moved: Trustee Souza 
Second: Trustee Waihe’e 

 
MOTION PASSED BY A VOTE OF 8-0 
Excused: Trustee Ahuna 

 
• Chair thanked Corporate Counsel Everett Ohta for attending this meeting during his family 

vacation 
• Executive Session Convened at 9:15:36 a.m. 

 
Discussion Summary: 

• Transition to Open Session at 10:27:58 a.m. 
The BAE Committee reconvened in open session following the conclusion of executive session. 

 
• Chair Galuteria reported that the Committee discussed legal options and board duties as to 

potential legal action regarding Papahānaumokuākea. No decision was made. 
 
 
 
 

IV.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Island Burial Council Nominations – Action Item BAE#25-05: Approval of the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs’ Nominee for the Kauaʻi/Ni’ihau Island Burial Council for transmittal to the Office 
of the Governor as follows: Megan Wong 

 
o No Public Testimony 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE OF THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS’ 
NOMINEE FOR THE KAUAʻI/NIʻIHAU ISLAND BURIAL COUNCIL FOR 
TRANSMITTAL TO THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR AS FOLLOWS: 
MEGAN WONG (10:28:53 a.m.) 

 
Moved: Trustee Ahuna 

 
Call for Discussion: None 

 
MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE OF (9-0) 

 
b. Presentation by Administration – 2025 Legislative Session Wrap-Up: Significant Outcomes 

• High level overview included: 
 Speaker Nakamura committed to getting land inventory done and including 

legislative members as informal participants of the PLT working group. 
 OHA named bills of any significance – public funding bills master settlement bill 

– died but may come back. 
 SB739 passed. OHA asked that the public land status of the private lands that the 

state acquires in exchange for the land it gives away is subject to the 20% share. 
The second condition did not get implemented so it still must go through the 
BLNR. 



 The ban on landfills over significant aquifers was passed. The concern is having 
a landfill in Wahiawa could potentially be close to Kukaniloko. 

 Hannah Springer was confirmed by the Senate to sit on the loea seat on the Water 
Commission. 

 The support of the Hawai’i Island coordinator adds to a unified voice coming 
from the State on the Red Hill cleanup. 

 Bio security’s efforts to tighten regulations will help alleviate contamination, 
especially around military sites. 

 Good progress on housing; Kauhale Initiative became a permanent program. 
 DHHL funding bill died. 
 Telehealth in rural areas is now covered by healthcare insurance. 
 Mental health bill specifically addresses culturally funded programs passed. 
 Criminal justice reform reducing recidivism addressed. 
 Sex trafficking bill passed which makes it easier for girls and women to get help. 
 Education has had lot of success (highlighting Bachelor of Science degree on 

Maui). 
 Next year, we will monitor bills for farming and ‘iwi kupuna. 

 
Leina’ala suggested OHA host a Legislative Open House in September to help build 
relationships. 

 
Trustee Lindsey expressed the need for better strategy sessions much earlier than year- 
end to be better prepared for the opening of the Legislative session. CEO Stacy 
Ferreira stated a timeline is in the works and will be presented in early October. Also, a 
survey will be sent to community members regarding concerns and priorities along with 
thoughts on ‘iwi kupuna, ceded lands, and other topics. OHA advocates will also be in 
the community as a follow-up. 

 
 
 

V. COMMUNITY CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS 
 

• Public Testimony – Tara Rojas (10:54:51 a.m.) 
A passionate statement was delivered addressing systemic issues tied to economic development, 
displacement of kūpuna and kanaka, and the prioritization of profit over cultural and 
environmental stewardship. 
Key concerns included: 

o Lack of transparency and accessibility in community development processes (e.g., Maui 
County Council meetings). 

o Displacement of descendants and erosion of ancestral ties to ʻāina. 
o Environmental degradation, including poor water management and controversial 

permitting (e.g., SpaceX debris near Papahānaumokuākea). 
o Expansion of private compounds (e.g., Mark Zuckerberg’s property) impacting cultural 

sites and iwi kūpuna. 
o Sovereignty and mismanagement at Mauna ̒ Ala and other sacred sites. 
o A call for trustees to act with pono and prioritize future generations over institutional 

inertia or personal interests. 
• Closing Remarks: 

The speaker urged trustees to move beyond routine governance and embrace transformative 
leadership rooted in cultural responsibility and unity. 



VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS (11:00:45 a.m.) - None 
 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

• MOTION TO ADJOURN THE JULY 23, 2025 COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY 
ADVOCACY AND EMPOWERMENT (BAE) MEETING (11:00:54 a.m.) 

 
Moved: Trustee Waihe’e 

 
MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE (9-0) 

 
Meeting adjourned at 11:01:08 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

  
 

Lei-Ann Durant, Trustee Aide 
Committee Recording Secretary 

 
 
 

  
Brickwood Galuteria, Trustee At-Large 
Committee Chair 

 
 
 
 

Date Approved: 17SEPT2025 
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