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In August 2012, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA)
acquired the 4.98 acre parcel, (which included
al185,787 square foot building) known as the Gentry
Pacific Design Center at 560 North Nimitz Highway
in Honolulu. In December 2013, OHA relocated its
Honolulu Office to the Center. The building was re-
named N2 Lama Kukui (aThe Kul

N2 Lama Kukui i s in the midd|
known as lwilei, an historically important coastal ar-
ea. lwilei is described as both ang 2 p aamdaang¢ i | i
(small land divisions) and is commonly thought to be-
long to the makai (seaward, coastal) areas of the
ahupu(alcar ge | and di vi si on) C
] contemporary accounts include lwileiinthea hu puac¢ a
B of Honolulu. However, as a coastal area, Iwilei also

i shares its history with the surroundinga h u p uch ¢ a
Kal i hi | Nucuanu, and Kewal o.

The goal of this Information Sheet is to explore some

of the cultural and historical narratives of Iwilei and

the surrounding areas, particularly as OHA transitions

into the role of <caretaker o
f ormati on Sheet wi || al so S
foundation of knowledge for this wahi pana (storied,
legendary place).

Left: The expanse depicted in the middle of thi
l'iamanu (Salt Lake, seen as two dark peaks).
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Background of Iwilei

The history of lwilei is also very closely tied to g{
the harbor area; although it is now known as

Honolulu Harbor, it was once known as M SR G

M2 mal a. Nucuanu St r e alfil A
creating rich marine environments and diverse M t
flora and fauna. The village of Kou also stood & <l R
on the Kewalo banks of the harbor. J N 7 T
Nt \
o 3 ) &
Selected Place Names of the Iwilei Area | ‘ AP
L A s A
¢Acal a Said to be named for the fragrance g
of soap from the Government Laun-| § X
dry, which was formerly in the area S\ e
y Yy S\
HauhaukofgiSwel ling of the B,
mauka of King Street andg e vof BTN Nz
Liliha Street § LS
\ =\
) ‘,q_\.._.
Kou A village on the eastern shore of i ‘\,"1,
Honolulu Harbor, famous for recre- 5 A
ation A &
i Kolih!
Kaholaloa Productive reef (especially fodimu)
(misspelled fronting Kawa; site of lighthouse.
Kahololoa) Mostly filled in after dredging
Kamakela An area north of]| WapogHgnpluly. Source Joythypgh.d 94.
Vineyard and Beretania Streets
Kan?a ueu e |Afishpond once located near the G ¥ I e I 0 N 0 Q eau. WI
old O¢ahu Rail waly Station in | wilei
Native Hawaiian scholar Mary Kawena Pukui
Kag¢ ul uwe |Asea north of Vineyard Street (1983) recorded manyc ° | e | o (wis®sgye a u
Kawa The name of a pond and fishpond. ings) about surrounding areas which had an

Later the site of tirRRACt®P ifg 0 Vgl | way

KeciuciuldaTo be far off, |[dista@ka@a ke aaewa 0 Kou i k a
makai of c¢cAcala Life comes to the harbor of Kou because of the
W hil rain.
Keé¢wi | Reef and fishpond, once at the site aca a a
of the old Ocahu| Rail way epot .
Hoc¢?@ ie ahi, k°cala ke
Leleo Area¢c ewd Nucuanu RiveR,g NR&Kr | Honol ul u: 0 k a
¢cAcala Park ’
Nucu.anu
M2 mal a Honolulu Harbor. Named for a Light the fire, for there is lifegiving substance.
k ° n aphaying goddess Only the houses stand in Honolulu; the vegeta
. — bl e food and meat are
Mo k u ¢ k Ldné df mahnyi tidal islands offshore (An expression of affection

Ka h a k a ¢ a pof hailei @&Mokauea, now associated l O i
(rare)/ Mauliola |[wi t h Kecgehi Lagoon,pe{g&néJ f%

island). Renamed Quarantine Is- round ing la
land, now known as Sand Island

lCLfltlél’?J foodstuffs for the sur-
reas including Iwilei).
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A Mocolelo of | wilei: Hi storic nd
One mo ¢ o I(hestbrg) centers | ) SRl

on the amazing skill of

Puniaiki, who was the son of

Aiai and the grandson of

K¢ecul a, who W |

mous fishing deities. Puniaiki

went fishing one morning with

the men of his fatherin-law,

the chief Kou; Kou was known

to be an unrivaled flsherman & =

of aku (bonito) usingp 2 e % """"";,

(pearl fishhooks). Paddling out "' "“’"’-

with Koués meng =

of M2 mala nearf

of Pucui ki, Puni al [ I nstructed

the paddlers to turn their canoes shorewards. Despite not seeing any fish, the men did so, and

Puni ai ki took out his own fishhook (named Ka w h
ed number of aku leapt into the canoes and the canoes sank in the water until they reached

Kapucgcukol o, where the men |jumped atunthey chokedetheb Th
harbor, so that even the stream at Kpkphal e il
of humiliation and affected Koués fame as a r ma
had only kind thoughts toward Punaiki (Thrum 1907).

Top: Engraving of Honolulu Harbor. Source: Emmert, 1854. Bottom Left: Honolulu Harbor, 1898 and Right: Honolulu Harbor n.d.&rc e : Hawai ¢

State Archives Digital Collections.

A shark guardian named Makali¢i was known to uen
Kahakacaul ana (Moku ¢ kulikul i/ Maul i ol a, I kno
which was one of the ITittle tidal i sl ands he
kacaul ana. Et hnographic accounts note that er
above his residence changed. Fishing foakule (big-eyed scad) in this area was especially good

when Makalic¢i was in his cave. Kahakacaul an al
passage for travelers going from the village ou
tive Hawaiians would swim through a series ann

stead of walking (Sterling and Summers 1978).
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A Cultural History of Iwilei and Its Resources

A spear fisherman standing on the reef at the entr ance esDyitaH olleaidns [Bottontiar bor
A watercolor of the Honolulu coastline. Source: Moody, 1873.

Winds and Rains of Iwilei and o
The Many Resources of Iwilei

The lands of Iwilei are bordered and watered by two

Winds Rains streams, Nucuanu and Kap?2l a
addition to extensive ¢ a u Wiaigation ditches), fed

vast stretchesl o ¢ i (takoaphtches) throughout the

the Surrounding Areas

¢cAocaoal/lKghalk¢, k@ lAahal
A sea breeze of |rain of the Honolulu

Honolulu/ area that announces inland areas of Kap2l ama an
Ma mal a t|iselftby pattering on 1972).

blows gentl rooftops o

towardgs |an3é| b The coastal area of Iwilei was part of a large complex

of fishponds, reefs, and extremely productive fishing

Mo a& @ north grounds that once ran from

wind exampl e, M2mal a wa aku(bomito) no't
fishing. The reef Kaholaloa was known for lobsters,

M¢ ¢ u b Al ¢ crabs, and limu (seaweed), particularly the seaweed

wind known as manauea (Gracilaria coronopifolia)
(Stannard, 2005).
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