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COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY ADVOCACY AND EMPOWERMENT 
October 15, 2025 

9 a.m. 
(Via Interactive Conference Technology and In-person at OHA Mauli Ola Boardroom) 

 
 

To view this meeting’s recording, please click on the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lw1LWyYYb3s 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

TRUSTEES PRESENT     ADMINISTRATION 
Brickwood Galuteria, Chair     Summer Sylva, Interim CEO 
Kaleihikina Akaka, Vice Chair    Sean Kekina, COO   
Keliʻi Akina       Bill Brennan 
Luana Alapa       Kuʻikeokalani Kamakea-Ohelo 
Kaialiʻi Kahele      Kuʻuleianuhea Awo-Chun 
Carmen Hulu Lindsey      Kyle Saucier 
Keoni Souza       Leinaʻala Ley   
John Waiheʻe, IV      Ryan Lee   
        Sandra Stancil  
TRUSTEES EXCUSED 
Dan Ahuna       BOARD COUNSEL   
        Kapono Kiakona  
BAE STAFF        
Kyla Hee       GENERAL COUNSEL 
Lei-Ann Stender Durant     Everett Ohta   
Nathan Takeuchi        
Mark Watanabe 
        
BOT STAFF 
Carina Lee 
Kanani Iaea 
Morgan Kaui Robello 
Pohailani Kealoha 
Remy Keliʻihoʻomalu 
Richelle Kim 
Sommer Soares 
Yvonee Mahelona 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lw1LWyYYb3s
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I. CALL TO ORDER  (Time Stamp: 2:13) 
Called to Order By: Trustee Brickwood Galuteria, Chair, at 9:07am 

 
Roll Call  

• Present: 
o Trustee Brickwood Galuteria – Chair 
o Trustee Kaleihikina Akaka 
o Trustee Keliʻi Akina 
o Trustee Luana Alapa 
o Trustee Kaialiʻi Kahele 
o Trustee Carmen Hulu Lindsey 
o Trustee Souza 
o Trustee John D. Waiheʻe,  IV 

• Excused: 
o Trustee Dan Ahuna 

• Quorum: Achieved (8 members present) 
 

 
Opening Remarks by Chair Galuteria (Time Stamp: 2:23/Time: 9:08:57am) 
“Of course, we all know the Committee serves as the voice and bridge between our Native 
Hawaiian beneficiaries and the OHA policies, programs and resources that affect our daily 
lives.” 

• Introduction of BAE Committee Staff 
 Lei-Ann Stender Durant, Trustee Aide and Committee Recording Secretary 
 Kyla Hee, Trustee Secretary and Committee Technology and Information 

Specialist 
 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Time Stamp: 5:13/Time: 9:11:47am) 
Approval of Minutes – October 1, 2025 

• Correction Noted: Trustee Hulu Lindsey was mistakenly listed as part of BAE staff 
(page 2) in the posted minutes; this reference was removed. 

• Public Testimony:  
• No public testimony on this item. 
• MOTION TO APPROVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 MINUTES AS AMENDED.  

(Time Stamp:5:48/Time: 9:12:22am) 
• Moved by: Trustee Akina 
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• Vote (Roll Call): 
o Trustee Akaka – ʻAe 
o Trustee Akina – ʻAe 
o Trustee Alapa – Yes 
o Trustee Kahele – ʻAe 
o Trustee Lindsay –ʻ Ae 
o Trustee Souza – ʻAe 
o Trustee Waiheʻe – Yes 
o Chair Galuteria –ʻ Ae 
o Trustee Ahuna – Excused 

• Outcome: MOTION PASSED BY A VOTE OF 8-0  
 

 
PUBLIC TESTIMONY (Time Stamp: 6:33/Time: 9:13:07am) 
 
Chair Galuteria invited those who wanted to present Public Testimony to be 
acknowledged: 

• Mike Nakachi  
• Makana Paris 
• U’ilani Naipo 

 
 
Point 1: Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Aquarium Trade 
 
Mike Nakachi, Testifier (Time Stamp: 7:00/Time: 9:13:34am) 

• The testifier identified himself as a petitioner before the Board of Land Natural 
Resources (BLNR) to oppose the Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) to introduce 
rules to start up the aquarium trade again. 

• BLNR unanimously voted to end the aquarium trade. 
• Concerns raised about outdated legislation—specifically HRS §188-31 (1953)—

which classifies aquarium fish as “rubbish fish” with no cultural value. 
• The Division of Aquatic Resources did not conduct an EIS; instead, Pet Industry Joint 

Advisory Council -JIPAC), a private entity affiliated with the pet trade industry, did 
an EIS. This entity recently changed its name and is now known as Pet Advisory 
council (PAC). 

• Testimony highlighted ecological degradation and cultural exploitation, particularly 
referencing the extraction of native marine species. 

• Miloli’i, identified as a Community-Based Subsistence Fishing Area (CBSFA), was 
cited as an example of long-term exploitation. 

• In response to Trustee Kahele’s inquiry, Mike Nakachi stated that there were not 
kanaka who would be adversely affected by the aquarium fishing industry halt. 
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Decisions / Motions 
• No formal motions were made by board members during this portion of the 

presentation. 
• The OHA Board of Trustees, by general consensus gave its support to Mike Nakachi 

on the need to update outdated laws and support legislative action to protect Native 
Hawaiian interests and marine resources. 

 
 

1. Legislative Proposal Finalization 
o Testifier: Mike Nakachi (with assistance from Chief Advocate, Leināʻala 

Ley) 
o Task: Finalize legislative language and submit it to this committee for board 

consideration. 
o Deadline: Before October 24, 2025 

2. Champion Identification 
o Contact: BAE Committee leadership (with assistance from BAE Committee 

members and Chief Advocate, Leināʻala Ley) 
o Task: Identify a legislative champion to advocate for the proposal. 
o Deadline: ASAP 

3. Hearing Notification 
o Contact:  Mike Nakachi or Chief Advocate, Leināʻala Ley) 
o Task: Notify the BAE committee once the Attorney General clears the 

language and the official hearing date is announced. 
o Deadline: Expected by October 17–18, 2025 

 
 
Follow-Ups 

• Monitor Attorney General’s review of legislative language. 
• Confirm whether the proposal will be heard. 
• Prepare for potential hearing on or after October 24, 2025. 
• Specific comments included concerns about:  

o The legitimacy and origin of the EIS process. 
o Cultural and ecological impacts of the aquarium trade. 
o Exploitation of native marine resources and CBSFA areas. 

Final Remarks and Summary of Testimony: 
• Expressed appreciation for the committee’s attention to reef protection and legislative 

advocacy. 
• Emphasized the importance of OHA’s voice in managing nearshore waters, even if 

not formally recognized as a co-trustee (as with Papahānaumokuākea). 
• Highlighted community success in keeping aquarium collectors out of West Hawaiʻi 

waters over the past eight years, attributing it to local values and advocacy—not 
science. 

• Cited the Public Trust Doctrine as a legal principle that should guide the Division of 
Aquatic Resources (DAR). 

• Opposed the export and privatization of reef fish, advocating for local stewardship. 
• Noted DLNR’s position that legislative action is required to ban trade, while some 
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legislators defer to DLNR’s authority. 
• Called for a dual approach—engaging both DLNR and the legislature. 
• Requested OHA representation at upcoming hearings and support for travel costs for 

15 community organizations in West Hawaiʻi to testify before the board. 
• Specifically mentioned Miloliʻi as a key community steward managing local waters. 

Final Ask: 
• Financial and logistical support from OHA to enable community organizations to 

participate in board hearings. 
• BAE Committee Chair Galuteria acknowledged the testimony and thanked Mr. Paris. 
• Trustee noted upcoming opportunities for public testimony:  

o October 29, 2025 – Civic Club Convention, Kia Ho Board Room, 1:00–4:00 
pm 

o November 7, 2025 – Annual Site Visit, Hāliʻōlelo at Kahakuloa ʻŌpūnui 
Kōlani, Hawaiʻi Island, 9:00am 

Action (Updated) 
4. Community Testimony Support 

o Contact: BAE Committee Chair, BAE committee members. and Chief 
Advocate, Leināʻala Le 

o Task: Explore options to support travel and logistics for 15 community 
organizations from West Hawaiʻi to testify before the board. 

o Deadline: Prior to November 7, 2025 site visit 
5. OHA Representation at Hearings 

o Contact: BAE Committee Chair. BAE Committee members, and Chief 
Advocte, Leināʻala Ley) 

o Task: Assign OHA representative to attend and testify in person at upcoming 
hearings. 

o Deadline: October 29, 2025 (Civic Club Convention) 
 

 
Follow-Ups (Updated) 

• Coordinate with community organizations for testimony logistics. 
• Confirm OHA representative for October 29 and November 7 events. 
• Continue monitoring legislative and DLNR developments related to aquarium trade 

and reef protections. 
 

 
III. NEW BUSINESS (Time Stamp: 18:18/ Time: 9:24:52am) 
Presentations by Administration 
Chair Galuteria acknowledged that two presentations were scheduled by the 
Administration.  

 
A. Presentations by Administration: 
1. Informational update on 2025 Association of Hawaiian Civic Club draft resolutions 
for introduction at annual convention (October 26-November 2, 2025). 
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PUBLIC TESTIMONY (Time Stamp:18:22/Time: 9:24:52am) 
 
Makana Paris, Testifier (Time Stamp: 18:23/Time: 9:24:57am) 
Affiliation: First Vice President, Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs 
 
Summary of Presentation: 

• Expressed the Association of Hawiian Civic Clubs (AOHCC) apprecieats support of 
OHA 

• Founded in 1918 by Prince Kuhio we are the oldest advocacy movement consisting of 
60 clubs and over 3,500 members across Hawaiʻi and the continental U.S. 

• The 2025 agenda includes debates on 93 proposed resolutions covering topics such as 
military land leases, Hawaiian immersion, education, and food security as well as 
budget approval and hosting keynote speakers and panels to provide insights into 
communities and the needs of the Lāhui.  

• Draft resolutions are circulated for internal preparation and do not represent the 
organizationʻs official positions 
The request was made that OHA refrain from reviewing them during this meeting as 
these resolutions do not represent the organizationʻs official positions. 
The BAE was urged to review those resolutions at the AOHCC website that passed in 
2024. 

• OHA was thanked for their ongoing committment to uplift the Lāhui in our 
community-at-large and their postponement on any discussion on the 2025 draft 
resolutions and to consider the AOHCCʻs official positions. 

• Perhaps OHA and AOHCC can work together to understand how to better advocate 
and be better supporters nd prtners for uplifting the Lāhui. 

• Committee Chair Galuteria acknowledged that a letter regarding the same request was 
received earlier in the day from Dre Kalili, AOHCC President. 

 
*Note:  After Public Testimony and the letter received on this item, the presentation was 
deferred. 

 
 
PUBLIC TESTIMONY (Time Stamp: 22:44/Time: 9:29:18am) 
 
Testifier:  Uʻilani Naipo (Time Stamp: 23:03/Time: 9:29:37am) 
 
Summary of Presentation: 

• In 1953, legislation adopted and allowed the fishing of aquarium fish under the false 
premis that those fish had no function but to look pretty. 

• It was okay for those fish to be extracted from our oceans with no limitations. 
• DARʻs interest is commodifying the fish that kanaka recognize as part of 

environment. 
• There are no limits on any particuar aquarium collector to take their portion and only 

their portion of the 200,000 allowed to be taken; but in reality, there is no limit. 
• JPAC acquired an EIS for West Hawaiʻi; they control the perimitting process. 
• Expressed belief that OHA is the voice that represents their group. 
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• OHA is needed to support and help them; they are in great need of OHAʻs support 
and assistance. 

 
 
III. NEW BUSINESS (continued) (Time Stamp: 29:18/9:35:52am) 

2: Implementation Plan Update – Washington D.C. Congressional and Policy 
Fellowship (Time Stamp: 29:43/Time: 9:36:17am) 

 
Presenter: Kuʻuleianuhea Awo-Chun., Director of Education and Culture-Based Learning 
(Time Stamp: 30:02/9:36:36am) 
Summary of Presentation: 

• Provided an update on the implementation plan for the Washington D.C. 
Congressional and Policy Fellowship. 

• Proposed expanding partnerships to include:  
o E Ala E Hawaiian Cultural Center (Virginia)  – to assist with on-the-

ground administration of the fellowship. 
o Nakupuna Foundation – a Native Hawaiian-serving organization with 

experience in managing fellowships and aligned missions with OHA. 
• These partners would complement the previously identified Hawaiian Native 

Corporation, which is already committed to match funding per proviso language. 
• Benefits of partnering with E Ala E and Nakupuna:  

o Established systems and personnel in the D.C. area. 
o Ability to conduct monthly check-ins with fellows. 
o Access to local networks for educational and professional development. 
o Immediate support for fellows in case of challenges while in D.C. 

Next Steps: 
• Request board approval at the October 29, 2025 meeting to formally add E Ala E and 

Nakupuna as fellowship partners. 
• Upon approval:  

o Begin drafting Memorandums of Agreement (MOA) with partner 
organizations. 

o Launch application and selection process (already prepared). 
o Release press materials (drafted and ready by Communications team). 
o Proceed with program rollout on schedule. 

 
 
Committee Response 

• Committee Chair Galuteria thanked Kuʻuleianuhea [Awo-Chun] for the update. 
• No questions or objections were raised by trustees. 
• Presentation concluded with acknowledgment and support. 
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Action (Continued) 
8. Board Approval for Fellowship Partnerships 

o Owner: Director Kuʻuleianuhea Awo-Chun 
o Task: Present formal request to add E Ala E and Nakupuna Foundation as 

fellowship partners. 
o Deadline: October 29, 2025 (next board meeting) 

9. MOA Development and Program Launch 
o Owner: Director Kuʻuleianuhea [Awo-Chun] and OHA Legal/Operations 

Team 
o Task: Draft MOAs, finalize logistics, and launch fellowship program. 
o Deadline: Immediately following board approval 

 
Follow-Ups (Continued) 

• Prepare detailed action item for board packet. 
• Confirm readiness of communications materials for public release. 
• Coordinate with partner organizations to ensure seamless onboarding and support for 

fellows. 
 

 
III. EXECUTIVE SESSION (Time Stamp: (Time Stamp: 34:15/Time: 9:40:49am) 

• Chair clarified that based on testimony received, no further updates would be 
provided on Item III. A.1. Papahānaumokuākea Update  

• Requested unanimous consent to defer Item III. A.1. 
• No objections raised; Item III. A.1. officially deferred with no action taken.(Time 

Stamp: 34:15/Time: 9:40:49am) 
 

• Committee Chair Galuteria announced that there would be no executive session 
update for Item III. A.2. Approval of September 17, 2025 minutes 

• Minutes are still under revision 
• Requested unanimous consent to defer Executive Session matters. 
• No objections raised; Executive Session items deferred.(Time Stamp: 35:02/ 

Time: 9:41:36am) 
 

  
V. COMMUNITY CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS (Time Stamp:35:16/ 
Time: 9:41:50am) 
 
Discussion Summary: 

• No formal community concerns were raised by trustees. 
• Committee Chair Galuteria shared reflections on the recent Native Hawaiian 

Convention, hosted by the Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement, held in 
Tulalip on the ancestral lands of the Tulalip Tribes. 

• Trustees expressed appreciation for the cultural depth and inter-indigenous solidarity 
experienced at the convention. 

• OHA had a strong presence through:  
o Hawaiian Registry Program outreach 
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o Presentations and workshops 
o Media coverage in Hawaiʻi 

• Trustees commended the OHA team for flawless execution and expressed enthusiasm 
for future participation, noting the convention as a legacy sponsorship. 

 
Registry Program Update: 

• Over 100–160 inquiries were received during the convention. 
• At least 70 Hawaiian Registry cards were printed. 
• Trustees noted this was a successful “dry run” for upcoming Neighbor Island 

outreach. 
• Anecdote shared about Junior, lead singer of Common Kings, expressing interest in 

renewing his Hawaiian Registry card and obtaining cards for his children. 
 

  
VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS (Time Stamp: 34:52/Time:9:46:28am) 
No additional announcements were made. 

 
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT (Time Stamp: 40:05/Time: 9:34:39am)  
 

There being no futher business, Committee Chair Galuteria called for a motion to 
adjourn. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN THE OCTOBER 15, 2025 MEETING OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY ADVOCACY AND EMPOWERMENT. 
 
Moved by Trustee Kahele.  
 
Roll call vote conducted: (Time Stamp: 40:10/Time: 9:43:44am) 

o Trustee Ahuna – Excused 
o Trustee Akaka – ʻAe 
o Trustee Akina – ʻAe 
o Trustee Lapa – ʻAe 
o Trustee Kahele – ʻAe 
o Trustee Lindsay – ʻAe 
o Trustee Souza – ʻAe 
o Trustee Waiheʻe – Yes 
o Chair Galuteria – ʻAe 

 
MOTION PASSED  WITH A VOTE OF 8 -0 (Time Stamp: 40:35/Time: 9:47:09) 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED at 9:47:15am 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

 
 
Lei-Ann Stender Durant, Trustee Aide 
Committee Recording Secretary 
 
 
 

 
Brickwood Galuteria, Trustee At-Large 
Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
Date Approved:  29OCT2025 


