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STATE OF HAWAIʻI 
OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

560 N. NIMITZ HWY., STE. 200 
HONOLULU, HI 96817 

 
 

 
COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY ADVOCACY AND EMPOWERMENT (BAE) 

May 14, 2025 
9 a.m. 

(Via Interactive Conference Technology and In- 
Person at OHA Mauli Ola Boardroom) 

 
 

To view this meeting’s recording, please click on the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFF7gwm3uMY 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

 
TRUSTEES PRESENT ADMINISTRATION 
Brickwood Galuteria, Chair Arlene Aguinaldo 
Kaleihikina Akaka, Vice Chair Daniel Santos 
Dan Ahuna ‘Ilima Kela 
Keliʻi Akina Leinaʻala Ley 
Luana Alapa Lise Vaughan-Sekona 
Kaialiʻi Kahele Lori Walker 
Carmen Hulu Lindsey Lucy Meyer 
Keoni Souza Ramona Hinck 
John Waiheʻe, IV 

BOARD COUNSEL 
BAE STAFF Naʻiwi Wurdeman 
Kyla Hee 
Lei-Ann Durant CORPORATE COUNSEL 
Mark Watanabe Everett Ohta 
Nathan Takeuchi 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFF7gwm3uMY
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I. CALLED TO ORDER 
• Time: 9:06 a.m. 
• Chair: Trustee Galuteria 

 
Roll Call 

• Present: 
o Trustee Ahuna 
o Trustee Akaka 
o Trustee Alapa 
o Trustee Kahele 
o Trustee Lindsey 
o Trustee Souza 
o Trustee Waiheʻe 
o Chair Galuteria 

• Absent: 
o Trustee Akina 

 
• Quorum Established: Eight trustees present 

 
Welcome Remarks 

 
• Chair Galuteria welcomed all attendees, including staff and visitors both in-person and 

virtually. 
• Acknowledged returning and first-time participants. 

 
 
 

Agenda Overview: 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (9:09:13 a.m.) 
 

A. Deferred Item: Approval of April 2nd meeting minutes 
 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Informational Briefing #1: Hawaiian Registry Program (9:11:43 a.m.) 

o No Public Testimony 

• Presenter: ‘Ilima Kela (Registry Program Representativa) 
• Purpose: Educate committee members on the Hawaiian Registry Program and its value 

to beneficiaries. 
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• Chair Galuteria’s Remarks: 
o Emphasized the importance of participation. 
o Encouraged all trustees to obtain their registry cards. 

 
Registry Program Updates 

 
• Progress Since Last Briefing: 

o Two trustees have completed their registry. 
o More participation is expected from remaining trustees. 

• Equipment Expansion: 
o Budget allocated for additional registry machines. 
o Plan to purchase three new machines, resulting in: 

 Two permanent machines stationed on Oʻahu. 
 One machine per neighboring island to serve local communities 

directly. 
o Eliminates need to transfer registry tasks to Honolulu. 

• Vendor Coordination: 
o Meeting scheduled with JEBCO (machine component supplier) next Tuesday. 
o Goal: Purchase two portable machines: 
o One for Hilo (Hawaiʻi Island) for mobile use. 
o One for Oʻahu for large events and conventions. 

• Software & Programming Updates: 
o Planned updates to registry system by the start of the new fiscal year (July). 
o Expiration features will be removed starting in July. 

 
 

Informational Briefing Continued: Hawaiian Registry Program 
 

• Community Engagement: 
o Trustee was invited to join a meeting with the Native Hawaiian Chamber of 

Commerce. 
o Executive Director Andrew Rosen expressed support for promoting the 

Hawaiian Registry card. 
o Communications team will be engaged to amplify outreach and encourage sign- 

ups. 
• Impact in Maui: 

o Registry machine deployed to Maui helped register Native Hawaiian fire 
victims. 

o Enabled access to OHA support funds approved by the board. 
o Trustee praised the administration’s responsiveness and emphasized the 

machine’s effectiveness. 
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• Operational Success: 

o Roy (staff member) processed over 100 registry cards in under a month. 
o Cards processed in Honolulu and returned to Maui beneficiaries. 

• Processing Timeline: 
o Average turnaround: 2–3 weeks 
o Faster for straightforward cases 
o Longer for complex cases involving: 
o Birth certificates of parents/grandparents 
o Adoptions 
o Additional documentation 

• Communication Needs: 
o Timeline should be clearly posted on the OHA website. 
o It is important for beneficiaries applying for programs like AHO to understand 

registry requirements and plan 
• Public Awareness: 

o Early announcements about registry requirements help streamline program 
applications. 

o Example: A couple proactively registered before applying for AHO, speeding up 
their process. 

• Closing Remarks: 
o No public testifiers on this item. 
o Chair thanked Elima for the briefing and noted she’ll return in a couple of 

months. 
 
 

III. New Business (continued) 
B. Informational Briefing on Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
(9:21:24 a.m.) 

 
o No Public Testimony 

• Topic: Army Training Land Retention at Pōhakuloa Training Area, Hawaiʻi Island 
Presenter: Summer Sylva (Chief of Staff) 

• Purpose & Importance 
o The EIS is a critical document as the committee will be taking ongoing positions 

on military land use. 
o The next environmental notice from the Office of Planning and Sustainable 

Development is expected to be published soon. 
 

 
Trustee Commentary & Discussion 
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• Trustee Akaka & Trustee Lindsey emphasized:
o The importance of advocacy and education regarding military use of Hawaiian

lands.
o The military occupies approximately 25% of Hawaiian lands, excluding waters.
o Suggested expanding Native Hawaiian law training to include military personnel

and federal agencies.
o Reaffirmed that OHA must be consulted on matters involving crown and

government lands of the Hawaiian Kingdom.

• Trustee Lindsey raised concerns about:
o Federal condemnation powers that could allow land seizure.
o Public statements by Congresswoman Jill Tokuda and the Governor

acknowledging this risk.
o Urged vigilance and public engagement to protect Hawaiian lands.

• Additional clarification was provided:
o Land transfers to the military are more complex when involving trust lands.
o Such actions would likely require Congressional approval and executive orders,

not just private conveyance.
o Representative Tokuda was commended for her rebuttal and clarity on the issue.

Closing Remarks 

• Trustees expressed skepticism about the term “final” in the Final Environmental Impact
Statement, noting that nothing is truly final in such processes.

• No public testifiers were present for this item.
• Chair and trustees thanked Summer for the briefing and emphasized continued

monitoring and advocacy.

IV. COMMUNITY CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS (9:39:03 a.m.)

• Speaker: Tom Lenchenko, representing Kukawa ʻUla Kukaniloko Waiwa Place
Everlasting

• Expressed concern over the scope of military land retention, noting that:
• The issue extends beyond Pōhakuloa to other lands under

Department of Defense control.
• His family recommends no conveyance of lands subject to the 2029

retention program.
• Highlighted the significance of airspace and archipelago lands,

referencing 1,523 nautical miles and 126 islands tied to the Hawaiian
Kingdom.
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• Trustees acknowledged and thanked Tom for his insights, especially his firsthand
experience on Kahoʻolawe

• Speaker: Matthew Kahoʻopiʻi, born and raised in North Kohala on Hawaiʻi Island
• Spoke of his work that was done in identifying metals to clean up ordinances left by

the military.
• Spoke of the soldiers he has worked with and emphasized soldiers are here to protect

the interests of those living in and the government working in Hawaiʻi.
• An EIS is very important because the military really doesn’t know our ʻāina because

they are not from Hawaiʻi even though they are commanded to protect our islands.
• Those serving in the military today are not those that were involved in what

happened in the 1800ʻs. Because of that fact, he supports the military and their
efforts to protect Hawaiʻi.

V. ANNOUNCEMENTS (10:14:44 a.m.)

Trustee Akaka shared updates on Oʻahu neighborhood board 
outreach:

o Participated in meetings across multiple communities including:
o Waiʻanae Coast
o Kuliʻouʻou
o Kalani Iki
o Koʻolauloa
o Waimānalo
o Kāneʻohe
o Makiki-Tantalus
o Kahaluʻu
o Feedback was positive; boards appreciated OHA’s presence and suggested 

regular updates (e.g., 3-minute announcements).

VI. ADJOURNMENT (10:14:50 a.m.)

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY 
ADVOCACY AND EMPOWERMENT (BAE) MEETING OF MAY 14, 
2025.

Lei-Ann Durant
Cross-Out
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Moved by: Trustee Lindsey 
Second by: Trustee Akina 

Call for Discussion - None 

Roll Call Vote: Motion passed by unanimous vote (9-0) 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 10:17 AM 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lei-Ann Durant, Trustee Aide 
Committee Recording Secretary 

Brickwood Galuteria, Trustee At-Large 
Committee Chair 

Date Approved: 17SEPT2025 
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