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Call to Order (0:09 | 8:36 am)

Chair Kaialiʻi Kahele Calls the Board of Trustees Meeting to order for Thursday, May 28, 2026, at 
8:36 a.m. Board Secretary, please do a roll call.

	[bookmark: _Hlk62394695]MEMBERS
	Present
	Notes

	TRUSTEE
	DAN
	AHUNA
	X
	

	TRUSTEE
	KALEI
	AKAKA
	X
	

	TRUSTEE
	KELIʻI
	AKINA
	X
	

	TRUSTEE
	LUANA
	ALAPA
	X
	

	TRUSTEE
	BRICKWOOD
	GALUTERIA
	X
	

	TRUSTEE
	CARMEN “HULU”
	LINDSEY
	
	Joins meeting at 

	TRUSTEE
	KEONI
	SOUZA
	X
	

	TRUSTEE
	JOHN
	WAIHEʻE
	
	Joins meeting at 8:40 am

	CHAIRPERSON
	KAIALIʻI
	KAHELE
	X
	

	
	
	
	7
	



At the Call to Order, SEVEN (7) Trustees are PRESENT, thereby constituting a quorum.

Chair Kahele summarized. Welcomes the Board to today’s meeting and states that this meeting can be viewed on OHAs livestream at oha.org/livestream and also on ʻŌlelo TV. He welcomes the COO to the table for introductions.

K.Sean Kekina, COO Introduces administration staff present at the meeting.

(2:15 | 8:39 am)
Approval of Minutes
A. May 14, 2026 Site Visit Summary – Pacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF/ Barking Sands)

Trustee Akina moves to approve the May 14, 2026 summary minutes to be approved.

	Motion made at 8:39 am By Trustee Akina

Approval of the May 14, 2026 Site Visit Summary – Pacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF/ Barking Sands) Summary Minutes


	8:40 am Vote Taken
	1
	2
	ʻAE
	AʻOLE
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN 
AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI 
AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI 
AKINA
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA 
ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU
LINDSEY
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI
SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN
WAIHEʻE
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI
KAHELE
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	7
	
	
	

	MOTION: [] UNANIMOUS [X]PASSED  [  ] DEFERRED  [  ] FAILED 
Motion passes with a SEVEN (7) Yes votes, XXX NO votes ( ) and XXX () Abstention 



(3:06 | 8:40 am)
New Business

A. Alakaʻi Awards Recipients 2026 (January – March, 2026)

Chair Kahele announces that the first item on the agenda, the Alakaʻi Awards will be deferred to a the next Board meeting.

Chair also announces item F. on the agenda will be taken out of order due to time restraints.  There is unanimous consent and the Board moves to agenda item F. Once item F is ratified the board will resume the order of the agenda. 

(4:21 | 8:42 am)
F. Request for approval to waive Action Item BOT #26-06: Approval of the use of up to $250,000 to fund a statewide, primetime-broadcast Primary Debate on July 20, 2026, for Hawaiʻi’s First Congressional District race, and up to three (3) live-broadcast OHA Board of Trustees candidate General Election Forums for the Oʻahu, Maui, and At-Large races in October 2026, from the Committee on Budget and Finance to the Board of Trustees, pursuant to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees Bylaws (September 4, 2025), Article VIII, Section M.

Chair Kahele reads the following:

Motion to request for approval to waive Action Item BOT #26-06. 

Discussion:

Trustee Alapa I would like to know why we are entertaining a primary debate with the congressional districts when I believe we should focus on our own Trustees?

Chair Kahele Great question and we can talk about that once we vote on the waiver and bring it to the table for discussion.



Trustee Akaka reiterates her comment from previous meetings in terms of the use of the word debate versus a forum where oftentimes where it's if it's if it's a debate it's often where it's pitting one candidate against the other or more whereas it should be an opportunity for candidates to be able to share their platform and some of what they would like to do in office.

	Motion made at 8:42 am by Chair Kahele

Motion to request for approval to waive Action Item BOT #26-06.


	8:43 am Vote Taken
	1
	2
	ʻAE
	AʻOLE
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN 
AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI 
AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI 
AKINA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA 
ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU
LINDSEY
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI
SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN
WAIHEʻE
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI
KAHELE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	8
	
	
	

	MOTION: [] UNANIMOUS [X]PASSED  [  ] DEFERRED  [  ] FAILED 
Motion passes with a EIGHT (8) Yes votes, XXX NO votes ( ) and XXX () Abstention 



(7:02 | 8:43 am)
New Business – Continued
A. Action Item BOT #26-06: Approval of the use of up to $250,000 to fund a statewide, primetime-broadcast Primary Debate on July 20, 2026, for Hawaiʻi’s First Congressional District race, and up to three (3) live-broadcast OHA Board of Trustees candidate General Election Forums for the Oʻahu, Maui, and At-Large races in October 2026, from the Committee on Budget and Finance to the Board of Trustees, pursuant to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees Bylaws (September 4, 2025), Article VIII, Section M.

Chair reads the following:

Move to approve Action Item #26-06



(7:20 | 8:44 am)
Testifier
Ohana Unity Party summarized. The testifier opposed the proposed $250,000 expenditure for an OHA candidate forum, stating that the cost was excessive and that less expensive options should be considered. The testifier supported the proposed KIKU-TV acquisition-related expenditure and expressed approval of the remaining agenda items.

Recess taken at 8:47 am
Board resumes at 9:00 am

Chair Kahele summarized. Described a proposal for OHA to sponsor and control a live, statewide, prime-time debate for candidates seeking Hawaiʻi’s First Congressional District seat. The debate would focus on issues affecting Native Hawaiians, including the Public Land Trust, ceded lands, military leases, astronomy development, housing, incarceration, and federal programs. Hawaiʻi News Now and Pelina Productions submitted proposals to produce and broadcast the debate on Monday, July 20, at 6:30 p.m. The proposal also includes candidate forums for OHA races that advance to the general election, including the Oʻahu, Maui, and three at-large seats. The action item requests up to $250,000, with most of the funding intended for the statewide congressional debate.

Katie Pickman summarized. The presenter described a proposal for an OHA-led statewide debate intended to support civic participation and expand public access to discussions affecting Native Hawaiian communities and voters. OHA would select the producer and help determine the format, moderators, and overall vision, while Hawaiʻi News Now would provide technical production, statewide distribution, streaming, and promotion. The debate is proposed for July 20 at 6:30 p.m. and would air simultaneously on KGMV, KHNL, K5, HawaiʻiNewsNow.com, and related digital platforms, with encore and on-demand access available afterward. The proposal includes use of Hawaiʻi News Now’s studio for an OHA-branded production and statewide promotion across its television, digital, podcast, streaming, and social media platforms. The presenter stated that Hawaiʻi News Now’s role would be to make the OHA-led conversation widely accessible and professionally produced.

Trustee Galuteria summarized. Requested clarification of the proposal’s advertising terminology, including the differences between a spot, a promotional announcement, and an impression. The explanation was requested to help the Board better understand the proposal and the projected number of audience impressions.

Katie Pickman summarized. The presenter explained that a “spot” is a dedicated commercial used to promote an organization or message. A “promo” is a promotional message designed to build interest in an event and encourage viewers to watch, with content tailored for television, digital, and streaming platforms. An “impression” represents one person seeing the promotional message. A single promo may generate many impressions when it airs during a widely viewed program or appears across high-traffic digital platforms.

Trustee Akina summarized. Asked how Hawaiʻi News Now compares with other media companies in political advertising and campaign viewership. Hawaiʻi News Now is Hawaiʻi’s largest media company, with five television stations, digital platforms, and a broad social media presence. Approximately 3 million unique monthly visitors to its digital properties and stated that its combined television, digital, and social media reach provides broad access to audiences statewide. Trustee also asked whether competitors reach certain audiences that Hawaiʻi News Now may not, and whether Hawaiʻi News Now reaches audiences its competitors do not.


Katie Pickman summarized. Stated that Hawaiʻi News Now works to reach a broad statewide audience through original programming designed for diverse communities. The presenter highlighted its investment in Native Hawaiian cultural programming, including the Merrie Monarch Festival, Nā Hōkū Hanohano Awards, Ke Kula Hoʻokele, and coverage of Hōkūleʻa’s voyage. The presenter also stated that Hawaiʻi News Now provides extensive news coverage across KGMB, KHNL, and K5 and does not believe competitors reach any audience more effectively.

Trustee Akina What about your cost? How would you compare cost and value to your competitors?

Katie Pickman summarized. Stated that Hawaiʻi News Now tailors proposals to each partner’s goals and intended audience rather than using a fixed pricing approach. The presenter also stated that its proposals are designed to be fair and competitively priced.

Trustee Akaka summarized. Trustee reiterated a preference for a candidate forum rather than a debate, stating that a forum may provide a more welcoming setting for candidates to share their platforms, visions, and reasons for seeking office. Trustee requested additional information on how the proposed event could be structured as a forum.

Katie Pickman summarized. Both forum and debate formats were considered when the proposal was developed. Hawaiʻi News Now plans to provide candidates with conversational, forum-style opportunities through programs such as Spotlight Now, while the proposed debate would offer the public a different format for comparing candidates and observing how they respond to structured questioning.

Trustee Akaka summarized. Asked how the proposed format would differ if it were limited to OHA candidates or expanded to include candidates for Hawaiʻi’s First and Second Congressional Districts or other elected offices.

Katie Pickman summarized. The presenter stated that Hawaiʻi News Now would treat the debate as a priority civic program. It would be broadcast simultaneously on KGMB, KHNL, and K5 at 6:30 p.m. following the evening news and would also be streamed online. The presenter stated that this level of distribution is generally reserved for Hawaiʻi News Now’s most important programming. All of these conversations are equally important and so if given the opportunity to be able to host more of these, we would absolutely look at being able to utilize the full breath of our tools to be able to showcase them.

Trustee Ahuna clarified that the proposal includes two separate events: a debate for congressional candidates and a nonpartisan forum for OHA candidates.

Chair Kahele summarized. Clarified that OHA would host a Congressional District 1 debate during the primary election. If needed after the primary, OHA would also hold three separate candidate forums in October for the Oʻahu, Maui, and at-large Trustee races before general election ballots are distributed. The forums may use a different venue or media platform, and approval of the action item would allow OHA to begin planning. The congressional debate would focus on Native Hawaiian issues and include questions developed by OHA. Trustees were encouraged to participate in developing questions, pre-production activities, and public promotion of the event.




Bill Brennan, Director of Communications summarized. expressed support for OHA sponsoring the Congressional District 1 debate, stating that it would allow OHA to focus the discussion on federal issues affecting Native Hawaiian education, housing, healthcare, and other beneficiary concerns. The speaker also emphasized the importance of OHA Trustee races and shared that the Communications Division is developing candidate questionnaires for publication in Ka Wai Ola. The questionnaires will include open-ended and yes-or-no questions addressing candidates’ positions on relevant issues. The Communications Division also plans to work with Advocacy on voter registration, voter education, and get-out-the-vote efforts to help beneficiaries make informed voting decisions.

Grace Chen, Budget Chief summarized. Funding of up to $250,000 was identified from projected unspent balances across several FY2026 budget areas. This includes $100,000 from the Board of Trustees budget, consisting of $60,000 in travel funds and $40,000 from the Board office budget; $30,000 from Advocacy; and additional savings from Compliance and Enforcement, parking, office rent, printer supplies, and Operations. The total projected FY2026 surplus is $228,500. An additional $120,000 in FY2027 funding for the delayed SNI data dashboard project was also identified as available. In total, $348,500 was identified, of which $250,000 could be allocated to the proposed project.

Trustee Alapa summarized. Asks how to educate the public on the importance of voting in OHA elections, which have a high number of blank votes. The discussion sought ways to increase voter awareness, participation, and understanding of the role and responsibilities of OHA Trustees.

Bill Brennan, Director of Communications summarized. Shares low participation in OHA elections may be influenced by differing views about whether non-Native Hawaiian voters should participate, as well as limited familiarity with candidates running for island-specific seats. Eligible voters were encouraged to learn about the candidates and cast informed votes because OHA elections affect Native Hawaiian communities and the broader state. Voter education efforts may include candidate forums, Ka Wai Ola questionnaires, and public messaging about the importance and responsibilities of OHA Trustee positions. Candidates also share responsibility for informing voters about their qualifications, priorities, and reasons for seeking office.

Trustee Akina Is there someone who can address procurement issues that may be involved here? Is this a single source contract or is this a protocol for procurement that has been looked at with regard to engaging Hawaii News Now?

Chair Kahele Under the state procurement laws, media is an exempt procurement category. So, there is no procurement that applies to media.

Trustee Akaka summarized. The proposed partnership with Hawaiʻi News Now provides an opportunity to share messaging across television, social media, and other platforms about OHA’s mission, Strategic Plan, history, and role within county, state, and federal government. Voter education should also include clear instructions on how to properly complete OHA portions of the ballot. This may help reduce overvotes, blank votes, and confusion involving island and at-large races. Clear and accessible guidance could support broader voter understanding and participation in OHA elections.

Bill Brennan, Director of Communications summarized Working with Hawaiʻi News Now could expand the reach of voter education messages through its digital and social media platforms. A ballot explainer was suggested to show voters how to properly complete primary election ballots, including selecting candidates within one political party and voting in OHA races and other ballot questions. Clear instructions could help prevent spoiled ballots and reduce voter confusion. The information could be shared through a short video, social media, OHA’s website, and Ka Wai Ola.

Trustee Galuteria summarized. Clarification was requested on whether the proposed $250,000 includes a broader get-out-the-vote campaign or is limited to the debates and candidate forums. The discussion also raised the need for targeted outreach to increase voter participation among individuals ages 18 to 29 and whether that effort would require a separate campaign.

Bill Brennan, Director of Communications Comms working with advocacy would make that a seperate campaign.

Trustee Waiheʻe summarized. Support was expressed for the concept and for the Board’s decision if the proposal is approved. Concern was raised about using current-year funds before completing a detailed review of next fiscal year’s budget requests and available resources. The proposal was viewed as less essential than other anticipated needs, and unspent funds could otherwise carry over into the next fiscal year. For these reasons, opposition to the expenditure was indicated, while also noting a willingness to support implementation if the Board approves it.

Trustee Akina summarized. Support was expressed for the value of political debates in helping voters understand candidates’ positions and responses under pressure. Concern was raised about whether a government agency should sponsor and control political debates rather than an independent media organization or nonprofit. Potential conflicts of interest were identified because incumbent Trustees who may be candidates could participate in decisions regarding the format, agenda, and funding of OHA candidate forums. Concerns were also raised about political partisanship and the appearance of self-dealing in both Trustee and congressional debates. While the debate concept was supported, uncertainty remained about OHA’s role as the sponsoring government agency.

Chair Kahele summarized. OHA has previously supported political debates. On July 2, 2018, OHA partnered with Kamehameha Schools to host a statewide debate featuring candidates for Congressional District 2, Governor, and Lieutenant Governor. Trust resources were used in partnership with other organizations, and the event reportedly reached approximately two million viewers statewide while amplifying Native Hawaiian issues and voices. The proposed debate was described as consistent with OHA’s past practices.

Trustee Akaka summarized. Clarification was requested on the estimated cost of holding only the OHA candidate forums rather than including the congressional debate. The discussion also sought information on how possible advertising revenue or other offsets could affect the final cost.

Chair Kahele summarized. The cost of OHA candidate forums would depend on whether one or three forums are held and which organization is selected to host them. Funding the forums directly would allow OHA to determine the format, questions, moderators, audience participation, and overall messaging. Partnering with another host may reduce OHA’s control over the questions and presentation. The forums were also described as an opportunity to educate the public about OHA’s role and responsibilities.

Trustee Akaka summarized. Prioritizing a congressional district debate over OHA candidate forums could create confusion among beneficiaries and Hawaiʻi voters. If a choice must be made between the two, priority should be given to the OHA races.



Chair Emerita Lindsey suggests that she would like to amend the motion on the table.

(1:33::08 video)
Chair Kahele withdrawals his motion and offers a new motion to be considered.

Chair Kahele reads the following:

To Approve Action Item #26-06 as amended, to fund up to $181,445 to fund a statewide primetime broadcast primary debate on or about July 20, 2026 for Hawaiiʻs First Congressional District race from the Committee on Budget and Finance to the board of trustees pursuant to office of affairs board of Trustees bylaws September 4, 2025 article 8 section M.

More discussions take place.

(1:41:23 video)
Chair Kahele withdrawls the current motion on the table and states that they will go back to the original motion.

Chair Kahele reads the following:

To Approve Action Item #26-06 the approval of up to $250,000 to fund a statewide primetime broadcast primary debate on or about July 20, 2026, for Hawaiiʻs First Congressional District race, and up to three (3) live-broadcast OHA Board of Trustees candidate General Election Forums for the Oʻahu, Maui, and At-Large races in October 2026, from the Committee on Budget and Finance to the Board of Trustees,  pursuant to the Office of Hawai affairs board of trustee bylaws September 4th 2025 article 8 section M.

	Motion made at 10:18 am by Chair Kahele

To Approve Action Item #26-06 the approval of up to $250,000 to fund a statewide primetime broadcast primary debate on or about July 20, 2026, for Hawaiiʻs First Congressional District race, and up to three (3) live-broadcast OHA Board of Trustees candidate General Election Forums for the Oʻahu, Maui, and At-Large races in October 2026, from the Committee on Budget and Finance to the Board of Trustees,  pursuant to the Office of Hawai affairs board of trustee bylaws September 4th 2025 article 8 section M.



	10:19 am Vote Taken
	1
	2
	ʻAE
	AʻOLE
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN 
AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI 
AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI 
AKINA
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA 
ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU
LINDSEY
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI
SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN
WAIHEʻE
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI
KAHELE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	6
	3
	
	

	MOTION: [] UNANIMOUS [X]PASSED  [  ] DEFERRED  [  ] FAILED 
Motion passes with a SIX (6) Yes votes, XXX NO votes ( ) and XXX () Abstention 



(1:47:05 | 10:23 am)
B. Committee on Budget and Finance – May 27, 2026
1. Action Item BF #26-11: Approval of OHA funding for Hoʻākoakoa Lāhui event sponsorship awards for the following organizations and events for Fiscal Year 2026 – 2027, Quarter 1:
(1) a. 'Imi Ola Canoe Club – Race for Hawaiʻi’s Future
(2) b. 'Kīkaha Foundation – Papa Hula Kāne
(3) c. Goodwill Industries of Hawaii – Goodwill Goes GLAM!
(4) d. Youth in Motion – Molokai Holokai Hoʻolauleʻa
(5) e. Hana Arts – Hoʻākoakoa Lāhui: Hāna Mele & Cultural Gathering 2026
(6) f. Big Island Substance Abuse Council – 12th Annual Summer Jam
(7) g. Puʻuhonua Society – Lā Hoʻihoʻi Ea
(8) h. Hiki Ola – Ipuaehu and Mele in the Forest
(9) i. ODKF Support Inc., dba Duke Kahanamoku OceanFest – Duke Kahanamoku OceanFest
            (10) j. Bishop Museum – E Ulu A Paʻa 2026 Fundraiser Gala
(11) k. Welo Foundation – Kū I Ka Welo
(12) l. Hoʻolehua Homesteader's Association – Molokai Paniolo Heritage Festival & Rodeo Round Up
(13) m. Leadership in Disabilities & Achievement of Hawaii – Hoomalamalama Ohana
(14) n. Kekelaokalani – Hawai'i Swim Show
(15) o. The Lawrence and Hokulani De Rego Foundation – Hula ʻOni E Hula Festival
(17) q. Aloha Amplified, Inc. – Lights for Lahaina 2026
(18) r. Waimea Hawaiian Homesteaders Association Inc. Trade Name/ DBA: Aloha Festivals Island of Hawaii – 74th Annual Paniolo Parade Aloha Festivals Island of Hawaii
(19) s. Maui United Way – Paʻūpili Saturday: Hoʻomau - Resilience and Rebuilding
(20) t. Friends of Amy B.H. Greenwell Ethnobotanical Garden – ‘Ulu Festival
(21) u. Moanikeʻala Akaka Aloha ʻĀina Education Aha (MAʻAEA) – Aha ʻUlu: ʻIke Kūpuna, ʻIke Honua

Trustee Waihee reads the following:

Your Committee on Budget and Finance, having met on May 27, 2026, and after full and free discussion, recommends approval of the following four (4) actions to the Board of Trustees:

Approve and authorize OHA funding for Hoʻākoakoa Lāhui event sponsorship awards for the following organizations and events for Fiscal Year 2027, Quarter 1:  Items 1. through 21. minus 16. 


	Motion made at 10:23 am by Trustee Waihee

Approve and authorize OHA funding for Hoʻākoakoa Lāhui event sponsorship awards for the following organizations and events for Fiscal Year 2027, Quarter 1:  Items 1. through 21. minus 16. 


	10:24 am Vote Taken
	1
	2
	ʻAE
	AʻOLE
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN 
AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI 
AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI 
AKINA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA 
ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU
LINDSEY
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI
SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN
WAIHEʻE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI
KAHELE
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	9
	
	
	

	MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS []PASSED  [  ] DEFERRED  [  ] FAILED 
Motion passes with a NINE (9) Yes votes, XXX NO votes ( ) and XXX () Abstention 



(1:48:54 | 10:24 am)
(16) p. Hawai'i Songwriting Festival – Hawai'i Songwriting Festival 2026

Trustee Waiheʻe reads the following:

Move to approve and authorize OHA funding for the Hoʻākoakoa Lāhui event sponsorship awards for the following organization and event for fiscal year 2027, Quarter 1: Item 16. This is for the Hawaiʻi Song Festival in the amount of $7,500.










	Motion made at 10:24 am by Trustee Waihee

Move to approve and authorize OHA funding for the Hoʻākoakoa Lāhui event sponsorship awards for the following organization and event for fiscal year 2027, Quarter 1: Item 16. This is for the Hawaiʻi Song Festival in the amount of $7,500.


	10:25 am Vote Taken
	1
	2
	ʻAE
	AʻOLE
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN 
AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI 
AKAKA
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI 
AKINA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA 
ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU
LINDSEY
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI
SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN
WAIHEʻE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI
KAHELE
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	8
	
	1
	

	MOTION: [] UNANIMOUS [X]PASSED  [  ] DEFERRED  [  ] FAILED 
Motion passes with a EIGHT (8) Yes votes, XXX NO votes ( ) and ONE (1) Abstention 



(1:49:58 | 10:25 am)
Action Item BF #26-12: Approval for Administration to execute the Puʻuhonua Reentry Program from Strategy and Implementation – Health Outcomes Fiscal Year 2026 Contracts budget.

Trustee Waiheʻe reads the following:

Approve Administration to:
1) Execute the Puʻuhonua: Restorative Justice program from Strategy and Implementation – Health Outcomes Fiscal Year 2026 Contracts budget;

2) Execute and/or procure all necessary agreements, instruments, applications, and other appropriate documents necessary for due diligence to engage and administer the Puʻuhonua Restorative Justice Program;

3) Appropriate funds up to $200,000 [Contingent on approval of the FY26 Biennium Budget allotment request under program - 7130.] to cover necessary costs incurred for, or associated with the administration of the Puʻuhonua Restorative Justice Program; and

4) Take all other reasonable actions necessary and appropriate to implement the foregoing.

	Motion made at 10:25 am by Trustee Waihee

Approve Administration to:
1) Execute the Puʻuhonua: Restorative Justice program from Strategy and Implementation – Health Outcomes Fiscal Year 2026 Contracts budget;

2) Execute and/or procure all necessary agreements, instruments, applications, and other appropriate documents necessary for due diligence to engage and administer the Puʻuhonua Restorative Justice Program;

3) Appropriate funds up to $200,000 [Contingent on approval of the FY26 Biennium Budget allotment request under program - 7130.] to cover necessary costs incurred for, or associated with the administration of the Puʻuhonua Restorative Justice Program; and


4) Take all other reasonable actions necessary and appropriate to implement the foregoing.

	10:25 am Vote Taken
	1
	2
	ʻAE
	AʻOLE
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN 
AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI 
AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI 
AKINA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA 
ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU
LINDSEY
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI
SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN
WAIHEʻE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI
KAHELE
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	9
	
	
	

	MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS []PASSED  [  ] DEFERRED  [  ] FAILED 
Motion passes with a NINE (9) Yes votes, XXX NO votes ( ) and ONE (1) Abstention 



(1:51:37 | 10:26 am)
Action Item BF #26-13: Approval of: (1) Budget Realignment; and (2) Distribution of Funds to the Papahānaumokuākea Native Hawaiian Cultural Working Group Through Fiscal Sponsor Nā Maka Onaona. 





Trustee Waihe’e reads the following:

Move to recommend approval of Action Item BF #26-13, as amended by the revised budget table and budget summary distributed at the 5/27 BF meeting, approving the proposed Papahānaumokuākea budget realignment and related FY26 budget update for account 203 6600, including the additional $8,000 in FY26 budget for the Nomenclature Book project under services on a fee basis, and authorizing the distribution of up to $243,000 as an OHA grant to Nā Maka Onaona, as fiscal sponsor for the Papahānaumokuākea Native Hawaiian Cultural Working Group, to carry out duties under the NOAA-OHA MOA

	Motion made at 10:26 am by Trustee Waihee

Move to recommend approval of Action Item BF #26-13, as amended by the revised budget table and budget summary distributed at the 5/27 BF meeting, approving the proposed Papahānaumokuākea budget realignment and related FY26 budget update for account 203 6600, including the additional $8,000 in FY26 budget for the Nomenclature Book project under services on a fee basis, and authorizing the distribution of up to $243,000 as an OHA grant to Nā Maka Onaona, as fiscal sponsor for the Papahānaumokuākea Native Hawaiian Cultural Working Group, to carry out duties under the NOAA-OHA MOA


	10:25 am Vote Taken
	1
	2
	ʻAE
	AʻOLE
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN 
AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI 
AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI 
AKINA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA 
ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU
LINDSEY
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI
SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN
WAIHEʻE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI
KAHELE
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	9
	
	
	

	MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS []PASSED  [  ] DEFERRED  [  ] FAILED 
Motion passes with a NINE (9) Yes votes, XXX NO votes ( ) and ONE (1) Abstention 



(1:53:26 video)
Chair Kahele announces that the board needs to go back to BF action item #26-12. He recognized Kapono Kiakona, Board Counsel to explain.



Kapono Kiakona, Board Counsel It's my understanding that the action item number two
was misread. It's supposed to be the Puʻuhonua re-entry program, not the restorative. The simplest way to do it will be to vote to amend the prior approved action item to include the change in language from restorative justice to re-entry program

(1:55:29 video)
Chair Kahele reads the following:

The Chair will make a motion to amend the previously approved action item BF #26-12 and the motion will be to approve for administration to execute the Pu’uhonua re-entry program from strategy and implementation health outcomes fiscal year 2026 contracts budget


	Motion made at 10:28 am by Chair Kahele

Motion to amend the previously approved action item BF #26-12 and the motion will be to approve for administration to execute the Pu’uhonua re-entry program from strategy and implementation health outcomes fiscal year 2026 contracts budget


	10:29 am Vote Taken
	1
	2
	ʻAE
	AʻOLE
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN 
AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI 
AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI 
AKINA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA 
ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU
LINDSEY
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI
SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN
WAIHEʻE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI
KAHELE
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	9
	
	
	

	MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS []PASSED  [  ] DEFERRED  [  ] FAILED 
Motion passes with a NINE (9) Yes votes, XXX NO votes ( ) and XXX () Abstention 








(1:58:32 | 10:35 am)
Committee on Investment and Land Management – May 27, 2026 Action item ILM #26-06: Approval to perform Due Diligence activities for Kalaeuila, O'ahu. TMK: No. TMKs: (1)5-6-003:031, (1)5-6-003:030, (1)5-6-003:019, (1)5-6-003:011, (1)5-6-003:024, (1)5-6-003:020, (1)5-6-003:021, (1)5-6-003:022, (1)5-6-003:023, (1)5-6-003:026, (1)5-6-003:046, and (1)5-6-003:049 for potential land transfer to OHA. 

Vice Chair Souza reads the following:

Your committee on Investment and Land Management having met on May 27, 2026 after full and free discussion recommends approval of the following action to the Board of Trustees. Approval to perform due diligence activities for Kalaeuila, O'ahu. TMK: No. TMKs: (1)5-6-003:031, (1)5-6-003:030, (1)5-6-003:019, (1)5-6-003:011, (1)5-6-003:024, (1)5-6-003:020, (1)5-6-003:021, (1)5-6-003:022, (1)5-6-003:023, (1)5-6-003:026, (1)5-6-003:046, and (1)5-6-003:049 for potential land transfer to OHA. 

	Motion made at 10:35 am by Vice Chair Souza

approval of the following action to the Board of Trustees. Approval to perform due diligence activities for Kalaeuila, O'ahu. TMK: No. TMKs: (1)5-6-003:031, (1)5-6-003:030, (1)5-6-003:019, (1)5-6-003:011, (1)5-6-003:024, (1)5-6-003:020, (1)5-6-003:021, (1)5-6-003:022, (1)5-6-003:023, (1)5-6-003:026, (1)5-6-003:046, and (1)5-6-003:049 for potential land transfer to OHA.


	10:35 am Vote Taken
	1
	2
	ʻAE
	AʻOLE
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN 
AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI 
AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI 
AKINA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA 
ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU
LINDSEY
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI
SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN
WAIHEʻE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI
KAHELE
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	9
	
	
	

	MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS []PASSED  [  ] DEFERRED  [  ] FAILED 
Motion passes with a NINE (9) Yes votes, XXX NO votes ( ) and XXX () Abstention 








(1:59:56 | 10:36 am)
Presentation: Informational Briefing on Federal Education Landscape and Implications for Native Hawaiian Education (Strategy and Implementation; and Community Partners): Kuʻuleianuhea Awo-Chun, Director of Education and Culture-Based Learning 
[image: ] [image: ] 

[image: ] [image: ]

Kuuleianuhea Awo-Chun, Director of Education & Culture Based Learning summarized. Representatives of Partners in Development Foundation, INPEACE, and Keiki O Ka ʻĀina presented concerns regarding a significant funding shortfall affecting Family Child Interaction Learning programs statewide. FCIL programs provide free, community-based, culturally grounded early learning for keiki from birth to age five and their caregivers, particularly in rural and underserved communities. The organizations currently operate 65 sites across five islands, serving more than 2,000 keiki and thousands of caregivers. Due to the loss and uncertainty of federal funding, the number of sites may decrease to approximately 39, resulting in reduced access to early learning, family support, cultural education, food, diapers, hygiene supplies, mental health resources, and other wraparound services. Kauaʻi may decrease from four sites to one, and Partners in Development Foundation reported that 17 of its 36 sites may close on September 1, affecting approximately 800 keiki, 1,300 caregivers, and up to 100 staff members.

The presenters emphasized that FCIL programs have served Native Hawaiian families for approximately 40 years and support intergenerational learning, family relationships, school readiness, cultural identity, language, and community well-being. They described their longstanding collaboration, shared program standards, data collection, policy advocacy, and efforts to secure alternative funding. The organizations requested that the Office of Hawaiian Affairs consider providing immediate funding to stabilize FCIL programs during the federal funding transition and include FCIL programs as an ongoing component of OHA’s early learning investments.

[image: ] [image: ] [image: ]

(2:33:44 | 11:10 am)
Administration Update: I Ola – OHA’s Emergency Relief Fund: K.Sean Kekina, Chief Operating Officer 

K.Sean Kekina, COO summarized. Provided an update on the ʻI Ola emergency relief program, which was initially established to assist Native Hawaiian households experiencing hardship during the federal government shutdown. Following the Kona low disaster, the Board unanimously authorized the program to provide emergency assistance to eligible Native Hawaiian homeowners and renters whose primary residences sustained major damage or were destroyed. Eligible homeowners may receive up to $15,000, and eligible renters may receive up to $7,500. Applications opened on May 16. Administration reported that the agreement was revised to strengthen funding controls, align disbursements with verified demand, and maintain OHA’s oversight of unreleased funds. Of the $2.9 million authorized for the program, approximately $1.1 million was initially approved for deployment based on projected need for slightly more than 100 households.

As of May 27, Hawaiian Council had distributed approximately $270,000 in direct assistance. The program received 328 applications, consisting of 209 homeowner applications and 119 renter applications, with 28 applications approved at that stage of review. As of May 21, applications included 163 from Oʻahu, 96 from Molokaʻi, 45 from Maui, and eight from Hawaiʻi Island. Administration reported that statewide demand was greater than initially projected and that the funding thresholds for the first and second release phases had been met, with the program approaching the third release. Assistance to beneficiaries continued without interruption, and administration stated that it would continue monitoring verified demand, disbursement activity, and the pace of future funding releases.

(2:42:14 | 11:18 am)
Request for approval to waive Action Item BOT #26-07: Approval of the use of up to $172,500 to fund confidential due diligence concerning a potential acquisition by OHA of certain assets and real property controlled by a production and/or broadcast company serving the Hawaiʻi market, from the Committee on Budget and Finance to the Board of Trustees, pursuant to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees Bylaws (September 4, 2025), Article VIII, Section M. 

Chair Kahele reads the following:

Motion to request for approval to wave action item BOT #26-07. the approval of the use of up to $172,500 to fund confidential due diligence concerning a potential acquisition by OHA of certain assets and real property controlled by production and or broadcast companies serving the Hawaii market from the committee on budget and finance to the board of trustees.

	Motion made at 11:18 am by Chair Kahele

Motion to request for approval to wave action item BOT #26-07. the approval of the use of up to $172,500 to fund confidential due diligence concerning a potential acquisition by OHA of certain assets and real property controlled by production and or broadcast companies serving the Hawaii market from the committee on budget and finance to the board of trustees.


	12:35 pm Vote Taken
	1
	2
	ʻAE
	AʻOLE
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN 
AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI 
AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI 
AKINA
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA 
ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU
LINDSEY
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI
SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN
WAIHEʻE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI
KAHELE
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	8
	1
	
	

	MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS []PASSED  [  ] DEFERRED  [  ] FAILED 
Motion passes with a EIGHT (8) Yes votes, ONE (1) NO votes and XXX () Abstention 



Chair Kahele announces that this action item will be discussed in executive session and makes a motion to recuse the Board into Executive Session.

(2:48:53 | 11:25 am)
Executive Session§ 
 
Action Item BOT #26-07: Approval of the use of up to $172,500 to fund confidential due diligence concerning a potential acquisition by OHA of certain assets and real property controlled by a production and/or broadcast company serving the Hawaiʻi market, from the Committee on Budget and Finance to the Board of Trustees, pursuant to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees Bylaws (September 4, 2025), Article VIII, Section M. 

The Board anticipates deliberating and consulting with OHA’s attorneys regarding confidential due-diligence activities for the potential acquisition opportunity, including the Board’s powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities, pursuant to HRS §§ 92-4, 92-5(a)(3), and 92-5(a)(4).

Motion to move into Executive Session is made by Chair Kahele.

(2:49:23 | 11:25 am)
Ohana Unity Party summarized. A testifier expressed support for the proposed media project while emphasizing the need for thorough financial, operational, and management due diligence. The testifier stated that, if the project involves a purchase price of approximately $30 million, OHA should establish clear financing terms and identify qualified individuals to oversee management, production, staffing, regulatory compliance, and technical operations. The testifier also raised concerns regarding Hawaiian-language programming, including the accuracy of closed captioning, subtitles, and translations, and noted that experienced Hawaiian-language speakers and production professionals would be needed. The testifier recommended hiring staff with television production, editing, Federal Communications Commission compliance, and station management experience, while also creating training opportunities for future generations. The testifier supported the potential revenue opportunities and overall project but stated opposition to a separate debate-related initiative.

The Board recuses into Executive Session at 11:28 a.m.

	Motion to recuse into executive session pursuant to HRS Section§92-5

	Vote taken at 11:28 am
	1 
	2
	ʻAE
(YES)
	ʻAʻOLE
(NO)
	KANALUA
(ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	TRUSTEE DAN                    AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KALEI                AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KELIʻI                  AKINA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE LUANA               ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE BRICKWOOD                GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE CARMEN HULU                                LINDSEY
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE KEONI                                 SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE JOHN               WAIHEʻE 
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	CHAIRPERSON KAI                             KAHELE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	                  TOTAL VOTE COUNT
	
	
	9
	
	
	

	MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS [  ] PASSED [  ] DEFERRED [  ] FAILED 

Motion passes with a NINE (9) Yes votes, Zero (0) No votes and Zero (0) Excused vote. 



Board returns to open session at 12:38 p.m

Chair Kahele reports the following:

The Chair would like to report out that action item #26-07: the approval of the use of up to $172,500 to fund confidential due diligence concerning a potential acquisition by OHA of certain assets and real property controlled by a production and or broadcast company serving the Hawaii market was not affirmed by the OHA board of trustees. The Motion fails.
Voting No: 
Trustee Akina
Trustee Aapa
Trustee Akaka and
Trustee Lindsey
Trustee Waiheʻe

Voting Yes:
Trustees Ahuna
Trustee Souza
Trustee Galuteria 
Trustee Kahele 




(4:03:08 | 12:42 pm)
Community Concerns and Celebrations

No testifiers are signed up.

(4:03:22 | 12:43 pm)
Announcements

Chair Kahele shares the following:
· The Board will reconvene for another agenda at 1:00 pm
· Mahalo to our COO, K.Sean for issuing the Kona Low SITREPS 
· June 5th is an ALL OHA work day
· June 7th Trustee Akaka will represent OHA at Hawaii on the Hill and The King Kamehameha Lei Drapping
· The Board will reconvene on June 25 for the next Board meeting
· Aha ʻŌpio will relaunch on June 21st
· June 27 TAG meeting will take place.

(4:05:25 video)
Community Concerns and Celebrations – Chair Kahele revisits this agenda item.

Raymond Sinn summarized. A testifier reflected on Asian American, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, and Jewish American Heritage Month and shared lessons drawn from the writings of Puanani Burgess, including the importance of identity, ancestry, aloha, pono, kuleana, aloha ʻāina, hoʻoponopono, and preserving names, languages, and stories. The testifier also described their family’s immigrant background, multicultural upbringing, and appreciation for Hawaiʻi’s welcoming spirit, concluding with an emphasis on family, community, and cross-cultural connection.

Maiara Brandimarti summarized. A testifier, whose two children attend Tūtū and Me, described the program as a family-centered and culturally grounded early learning environment that supports school readiness, strengthens caregiver-child relationships, and fosters identity, confidence, language, and belonging. The testifier asked OHA to continue protecting and investing in FCIL programs so that families, particularly those with limited access to early childhood and cultural learning opportunities, may continue to benefit.

(4:14:43 | 12:51 pm
Adjournment

Chair Kahele moves to adjourn meeting. 

	Adjournment – vote taken at 12:51 pm
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TRUSTEE
	1
	2
	′AE (YES)
	A′OLE (NO)
	KANALUA (ABSTAIN)
	EXCUSED

	DAN 
	AHUNA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	KALEI
	AKAKA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	KELIʻI
	AKINA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	LUANA
	ALAPA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	BRICKWOOD
	GALUTERIA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	CARMEN HULU
	LINDSEY
	
	
	
	
	
	

	KEONI
	SOUZA
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	JOHN
	WAIHE‘E
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	CHAIR KAIALIʻI
	KAHELE
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	TOTAL VOTE COUNT
	
	
	8
	
	
	



Chair Kahele Adjourns the Board of Trustees meeting at 12:51 pm,

Respectfully submitted,

______________
Lehua Itokazu
Board Secretary

[bookmark: GoBack]As approved by the Board of Trustees on XXXXX, 2026

________________
Kaialiʻi Kahele
Chairperson, Board of Trustees
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