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COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY ADVOCACY AND EMPOWERMENT (BAE) 
October 1, 2025 

9 a.m. 
(Via Interactive Conference Technology and In-person at OHA Mauli Ola Boardroom) 

To view this meeting’s recording, please click on the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUDobgwbWk0 

MINUTES 

TRUSTEES PRESENT ADMINISTRATION 
Brickwood Galuteria, Chair  K. Sean Kekina, COO
Kaleihikina Akaka, Vice Chair (virtual) Bill Brennan
Keli’i Akina  Carla Hostetter
Luana Alapa (arrived 9:30am) Daniel Santos
Kaiali’i Kahele Hailama Farden
Carmen Hulu Lindsey  (virtual) Kale Hannahs
Keoni Souza  Kevin Chak

Leināʻala Ley
TRUSTEES EXCUSED 
Dan Ahuna  BOARD OF TRUSTEES STAFF 

Alena Auyong, Interim Chief of Staff 
BAE STAFF  Morgan Kaui Robello 
Kyla Hee Pohai Ryan 
Lei-Ann Stender Durant Richelle Kim 
Mark Watanabe 
Nathan Takeuchi GENERAL COUNSEL 

Everett Ohta  
BOARD COUNSEL 
Kapono Kiakona 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUDobgwbWk0
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Meeting Title/Type: Committee on Beneficiary Advocacy and Empowerment (BAE) 
• Date/Time/Location: Wednesday, October 1, 2025, 9:00am, Office of Hawaiian Affairs

(OHA), Mauli Ola Boardroom

Presiding Officer: Chair Trustee Brickwood Galuteria 

Agenda Overview 
1. Opening Remarks – Chair Galuteria shared reflections on the committee’s mission and

recent outreach efforts.
2. Legislative Engagement Update – Summary of recent open house with state legislators.
3. Meeting Procedures – Review of Sunshine Law compliance and procedural rules.
4. Committee Business – General discussion and voting matters.

• BAE Staff Introduced:
o Trustee Aide Lei-Ann Stender Durant (Recording Secretary)
o Trustee Secretary Kyla Hee (Technology and Information Specialist)

• Chair’s Opening Remarks: (Time Stamp: 3.04/Time: 9:05:04am)
“Before we start, I just wanted to share a few thoughts about our Committee on Beneficiary
Advocacy and Empowerment.
Our committee serves as a voice and bridge between our Native Hawaiian beneficiaries
and the OHA policies, programs, and resources that affect their lives.  Our purpose here is
to listen, to uplift, and to advocate for the needs of our lāhui, ensuring that the voices of
our people are reflected in the decisions that we make.
We also work in close partnership with the Hawaii State Legislature. In fact, this past
Monday, we were honored to welcome many legislators to a successful open house.
It provided an opportunity for legislators and leaders to experience first-hand the work of
OHA, meet our OHA Ohana, and to learn more about our initiatives and to hear directly
how we serve our beneficiaries. And through all of these years, many legislators never
came to this building. So, they're very grateful.
And so, with that, the Chair and the Board want to recognize all the OHAna for putting
such a wonderful event together. We have got a few more events coming up in the next
couple of months, but we certainly appreciate the inaugural being so successful.
I did have a chance to talk to Speaker Nakamura, and she really expresses her Aloha to
everybody.”

I. CALL TO ORDER (Time Stamp: 5:28/Time: 9:06am)
Roll Call for Attendance (Time Stamp: 6:02/Time: 9:08:06am) 
Roll Call by Lei-Ann Stender Durant 
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• Members Present:
o Trustee Kaleihikina Akaka (Vice Chair)
o Trustee Keliʻi Akina
o Trustee Kaiali’i Kahele
o Trustee Keoni Souza
o Trustee John Waiheʻe
o Trustee Brickwood Galuteria (Chair)

• Members Absent:
o Trustee Dan Ahuna (Excused)
o Trustee Alapa (Not present at vote)
o Trustee Carmen Hulu Lindsey (Not present at vote)

• Quorum Confirmation: Quorum confirmed with six (6) members present.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Time Stamp: 10:10/Time: 9:12:14am)
Lei-Ann confirmed there was no public testimony on items II.A. and II.B.

A. August 20, 2025
Motion to Approve the minutes of August 20, 2025 as amended:  Trustee 
Akina (Time stamp: 10:14/Time: 9:12:21am) 
*Note:  corrected misspelled word

MOTION PASSED BY A VOTE OF 6-0 
Excused: Trustee Ahuna 
Not present at vote:  Trustees Alapa and Lindsey 

B. September 17, 2025
Motion to Approve the minutes of September 17, 2025 as amended:  Trustee 
Akaka (Time stamp: 10:54/Time: 9:12:58am) 
*Note:  YouTube link corrected

MOTION PASSED BY A VOTE OF 6-0 
Excused: Trustee Ahuna 
Not present at vote:  Trustees Alapa and Lindsey 

III. NEW BUSINESS
Lei-Ann confirmed there was no public testimony on Items III. A. 1.- 3.

A. Presentations by Administration
1. Awaiaulu program activity grant to provide fellowships in ‘Olelo Hawaiʻi
translation, expand public access to Hawaiian knowledge, and support OHA’s
historical research activities:  Implementation Plan Update.
Presentation:  Carla Hostetter, Director, Research and Evaluation
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(Time Stamp: 13:24/Time: 9:15:31am) 
Key Points: 
• Project is new partnership with the non-profit organization, Awaiaulu LLC
• The grant will be led by Carla who will work closely with OHA’s grants

program
• Grant will support Awaiaulu program activities including expanding access to

Native Hawaiian language and Native Hawaiian knowledge, expanding access
and training emerging leaders, formalizing succession planning, and then
supporting OHA’s historical research activities.

• This grant is implemented in alignment with OHA’s Strategic Outcome 4.1.,
the preservation and perpetuation of Hawaiian language, culture, traditions,
and identity and sense of lāhui.

• Those participating in fellowships will be selected by Awaiaulu.  Fellows will
have a high level of fluency in Hawaiian language and a strong service ethic.
Training will include mentoring to understand the content of the Hawaiian
Language Archive.

• After this two-year commitment, the partnership will determine next steps
regarding additional funding, if needed.

• Fort the record, Chair Galuteria wants to ensure that there is proper
intersection between existing programs that OHA has, we’re going to mentor
young Hawaiian professionals, and we have upcoming programs, like  ‘Aha
‘Opio.

2. Papakilo Collection acquisitions from Awaiaulu, ‘Iolani Palace, and Bishop
Museum:  Implementation Plan Update
Presentation:  Carla Hostetter, Director, Research and Evaluation and
Kale Hannahs, Research Systems Manager
(Time Stamp: 23:06/Time: 9:25:10am)

Key Points: 
• Will be working on contracting, and launching new collaborations
• Currently partners include ‘Iolani Palace and Bishop Museum
• Working with partners on obtaining digital collections.
• Working on obtaining non-exclusive licenses to disseminate digital

collections.
• Hale Noelo, OHA’s digital tech center, will be available (by appointment)

for those who have interest in these collections and the importance of
digitizing records.

• Information will be on OHA’s website.
• Hawaiian newspapers spanning the 1800s and 1900s provide a wealth of

information.  Hawaiians, during that time, were the most literate people in
the world.
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3. Native Hawaiian Data Book Redesign:  Implementation Plan Update
Presentation:  Carla Hostetter, Director, Research and Evaluation and
Kale Hannahs, Research Systems Manager
(Time Stamp: 38:17/Time: 9:40:21)

Key Points: 
• Working with vendor to redesign OHA’s Native Hawaiian Data Book,

Standard Operating Procedures (SOP), assessment of the current platform
stakeholder, and user consultation, and testing implementation of a new
platform.

• Data Book addresses OHA’s mandate of providing basic demographic,
cultural, and historical data on Native Hawaiians and Hawaiʻi.

4. Ka Haka ‘Ula o Ke’eliklani Hawaiian Language College at the University of
Hawaiʻi Hilo Program Funding: Implementation Plan

Public Testimony: (Time Stamp: 48:13/Time: 9:50:17) 
Kaʻiulani Kimura, Director of Hawaiian Language and Kanani Kawaiaeʻa 
Maka’imoku expressed deep appreciation and gratitude for OHA’s continued 
support. Both shared their experiences with their education in the Hawaiian 
language and the work they do to push the language forward by investing in their 
teaching and supporting students in their program. 
Our language is the foundation which strengthens our lāhui in Hawaiʻi and 
throughout Polynesia as well other native communities throughout the world.  
Hawaiʻi is actively participating in not only our language at home, but helping 
other indigenous languages progress as well. 

Presentation: Kuʻulei Awo-Chun, Director of Education and Culture-Based 
Learning (Time Stamp: 59:19/Time: 10:01:23am) 

Key Points: 
• Funding has been set per fiscal year and it is in alignment with the proviso

language that was set forth by the budget
• Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) has been sent; OHA waiting for them

to review.  Once the agreement can be executed, the funds will be
deployed.

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION  (Time Stamp: 1:01:14/Time: 10:03:16am)

A. Update on Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Museum National Monument and
Sanctuary.
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• Chair Galuteria was informed that there are no updates on this item
• The meeting minutes of September 17, 2025 are deferred

V. COMMUNITY CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS
(Time Stamp: 1:02:00/Time: 10:04:04am)

• None

VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS (Time Stamp: 1:02:12/Time: 10:04:16am)

• Trustee Alapa sent a huge mahalo to everyone who helped coordinate
Monday’s event.  She expressed the event was amazing, she got good
reviews from legislators, and she is looking forward to the next event with
them on November 12, 2025.

• TRUSTEE LINDSEY LET THE COMMITTEE KNOW THAT SHE
WAS ON THE ZOOM MEETING FOR THE ENTIRE MEETING
BUT HER CAMERA AND MIC DID NOT WORK

VII. ADJOURNMENT (Time Stamp: 1:04:06/Time: 10:06:10)

Motion to Adjourn the October 1, 2025 meeting of the Committee on 
Beneficiary Advocacy and Empowerment: Trustee Alapa 

MOTION PASSED BY A VOTE OF 8-0 
Excused:  Trustee Ahuna 

CHAIR GALUTERIA ADJOURNS THE MEETING AT 10:06am. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Lei-Ann Stender Durant, Trustee Aide 
Committee Recording Secretary 

Brickwood Galuteria, Trustee At-Large 
Committee Chair 

Date Approved:  15OCT2025 
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