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Rural Development

Over 40 grant, direct loan, and guaranteed 

loan programs to finance housing, 

businesses, and infrastructure in rural 

areas.

Program Areas:

Å Rural Housing Programs

Å Rural Utility Programs

Å Rural Business and Cooperative Programs



Section 9007

Rural Energy for America
Å Program designed to assist farmers, 

ranchers and rural small businesses with 

energy projects.

Å Provides guaranteed loans and/or grants 

for renewable energy and/or energy 

efficiency projects. 



Section 9007

Rural Energy for America
Å Program for performing energy auditsð

grants.

Å Eligible use of funds can be a stand alone 

feasibility study.

Å Combo (loan/grant) 75% of eligible project 

costs.

Å Recently added ocean (including tidal, wave, 

current, and thermal) and hydro-electric.

Å Funding increased from $23M (08) to $60M 

(09) to approx. $90M (10).  Nationally



Section 9007

Rural Energy for America
Å 2003-2009, a total of $131.5 million in 

grants and $76.7 million in loan guarantees

were awarded to 1,1671 projects.

Å Hawaii has been awarded $698,000 grant 

funds (1-$100,000 loan guarantee) for 14 

solar projectsð0.52% OF AVAILABLE 

FUNDS

Å Want to get more projects funded for 

Hawaii.



Who is Eligible?

Å Rural small businesses and

agricultural producers

ï Rural ïAll of Hawaii (except Honolulu CDP) 

and all of the Western Pacific.

ï Agricultural Producer -- An individual or 

entity directly engaged in the production of 

agricultural products (including farming or 

ranching) that gets 50% + of their gross 

income from the operations



Where is Not Eligible?


